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SATURDAY, SEPT. 15
10 A.M. TO 5 P.M.
FREE ADMISSION

34 Doors Open sites to visit, including PLACES, PATTERNS AND PLANS theme sites
Talks, exhibitions, hands-on activities, and MORE!

Online site listings, maps, photos, info
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/doorsopen

www.doorsopenontario.on.ca/waterloo
doorsopen@regionofwaterloo.ca
@DoorsOpenWR   519-747-5139

Partners and Media Sponsors:

In 16-year partnership with



Doors Open Waterloo Region would like to acknowledge that the land on which 
we gather today is the land traditionally used by the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe 
and Neutral People. We also acknowledge the enduring presence and deep 
traditional knowledge and philosophies of the Indigenous people with whom 
we share this land today.

Doors Open Waterloo Region 2018
Saturday, September 15
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. (at most sites)

One day + 34 fascinating places to get inside + FREE admission = Doors Open!
Visit � rst-time sites and past favourites, for their architecture, their heritage, or the interesting 
things going on. Some have all three! For detailed maps, listings, links, feedback forms and 
more: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/doorsopen  

Places, Patterns and Plans – Our planned and built environment is the Doors Open 
Waterloo Region 2018 theme. Theme sites focus on urban planning and land use, 
infrastructure and engineering, public spaces and transportation, and – of course – 
architectural design. Look for this symbol in the site listings.

Hands On! – At the time of this printing, four sites were offering hands-on activities. 
Look for this symbol in the site listings. 

Startup Open House – This year we’re partnering with Startup Open House at 
six of our high-tech sites, marked with this symbol. Job seekers, investors, curious 
neighbours: rub shoulders with innovative local founders and discover what startup 
culture is all about!  www.startupopenhouse.com

A Place for All Seasons – Friday, Sept. 14, 7 – 8:30 p.m., the evening before Doors Open, 
enjoy live music and refreshments at a free launch event and site celebration, presented by the 
Friends of the Governor's House and Gaol, in partnership with the Ontario Heritage Trust. See 
the full description in the listing for site 19, Waterloo County Gaol and Governor’s House, 
Kitchener.

Memories of Utopia – Saturday, Sept. 15, this exhibition of visual art is opening during, and 
in partnership with, Doors Open and NEO Architecture Inc. Heather Kocsis, Michelle Purchase, 
Brian Douglas, Joe Martz, and Melissa Doherty explore architecture and built environments 
through their work in different media. See the full description in the listing for site 18, NEO 
Architecture Inc., Kitchener.
 

Talks – Find this symbol in the site listings marking the seven locations for our 
always-popular talks, with full text descriptions, and full speaker bios.

11 a.m. What is a city? Interpreting change in the urban landscape
Cities are fundamental to our society, and more than half the world’s population now lives 
in urban areas. How did cities become so important? This illustrated talk explores what a city 
is and how cities developed, and also examines recent urban change in Waterloo Region.  ||  
Brian Doucet is Canada Research Chair in Urban Change and Social Inclusion in the School of 
Planning at the University of Waterloo. See full description:
Site 10: Catalyst137 & Miovison, Kitchener; open seating for 75   

11 a.m. The gift to be simple: The religious and secular art of 
 Nancy Lou Patterson
St. Columba Anglican Church is bejewelled by works of decorative art – banners, stained glass, 
wood carvings, embroidery, ink on paper, and metalwork – designed by Nancy Lou Patterson, 
who established the University of Waterloo Fine Art  Department. This talk will place them 
in the larger contexts of � ne art, folk art, and symbolism.  ||  Susan MacFarlane Burke’s 
expertise includes folk and decorative art, material culture, and built heritage, developed as a 
curator, manager, and researcher at living history museums, especially Joseph Schneider Haus 
National Historic Site (Kitchener) and McDougall Cottage (Cambridge). See full description:
Site 27: St. Columba Anglican Church, Waterloo; open seating

11:30 a.m. Carnegie libraries: A legacy of form and function
What’s a public library in the twenty-� rst century? A building type in � ux. With eight Carnegie-
endowed libraries (built 1903-1923), our region has Ontario’s second-highest concentration 
of Carnegie libraries. This illustrated talk shows how they contributed to our image of public 
libraries, and considers how libraries, social and architectural landmarks, are changing for a 
new age.  ||  Erin Smith holds degrees in planning and historic preservation, and is an Assistant 
Heritage Planner at the City of Brampton. See full description:
Site 1: Old Post Of� ce, Idea Exchange, Cambridge; open seating for 40

1:30 p.m. Designing our neighbourhoods: Trends and in� uences 
    over 150 years
Kitchener-Waterloo has grown from a scattering of villages to one of Canada’s most 
vibrant urban areas, propelled since World War II by entrepreneurism and universities. Many 
neighbourhoods have been established in the past 150 years, and this illustrated presentation 
looks at early city plans, in� uences on and fabric of suburban expansion, and recent 
development in the city cores.  ||  Glenn Scheels of GSP Group Inc. (also participating in Doors 
Open at site 13) has over 35 years of urban design and planning experience, and a passion for 
great neighbourhoods, public spaces, in� ll projects, and streetscapes. See full description:
Site 14: Deloitte Canada – Kitchener-Waterloo Of� ce, Kitchener; open seating for 40

1:30 p.m. Renewal and transformation: The modernization of Martin Luther 
   University College (formerly Waterloo Lutheran Seminary)
Reimagining a landmark requires care and teamwork. This illustrated talk describes how the 
new Martin Luther University College was conceived to reach outward while also focusing 
inward to create a place of calm and collaboration, balancing heritage preservation and 
change.  ||  Terry Montgomery led Montgomery Sisam Architects in designing this addition 
and renovation. His work aims to transform and humanize institutional architecture. See full 
description:
Site 28: Martin Luther University College, Waterloo; open seating

3 p.m. Who was Charlie Voelker? The birth of Waterloo’s suburban   
          neighborhoods
This illustrated presentation, a companion to the exhibition At Home: Residential Architecture 
in Waterloo, will highlight home design and décor in the postwar city. See and hear more about 
this fascinating time in our urban history!  ||  Libby Walker, City of Waterloo Museum Program 
and Engagement Associate, has worked in the museum programming and interpretation � eld 
in Waterloo Region and Wellington County. She is particularly interested in social history, 
education, and the history of community development and growth. See full description:
Site 26: City of Waterloo Museum, Waterloo; open seating for 25

3 p.m. Brubacher House: Historic icon on an ultra-modern campus
This illustrated talk looks at the 1850 former Mennonite farmhouse in the context of the 1000-
acre University of Waterloo campus, its history, the reasons for its preservation and restoration. 
Comparison will be made to nearby architecture, such as OpenText and Accelerator Centre.  ||  
Kenneth McLaughlin, University of Waterloo Distinguished Professor of History, was involved 
in the preservation of Brubacher House. See full description:
Site 25: Brubacher House Museum, Waterloo; open seating for 40

Share Photos – Let Doors Open devotees see the sites through your eyes:
•  On Instagram and Twitter:  @DoorsOpenWR   #DoorsOpenWR18
•  On Flickr: www.� ickr.com/groups/dowr. Join Doors Open Waterloo Region and Doors Open 
Ontario group members, and share your favourites. 

Thank You – Hundreds of sites, thousands of volunteers, and thousands upon thousands of 
visitors have made Doors Open Waterloo Region a success since 2003. The event is funded by 
the Region of Waterloo and supported by generous sponsors (see front page). Doors Open 
Waterloo Region especially thanks The Waterloo Region Record for 16 years of partnership 
and support.



A library until 1969, this is arguably the most impressive of 
Waterloo Region’s seven surviving Carnegie-endowed library 
buildings. Your Doors Open hosts are building occupants 
Pinnacle Consultants Inc., specializing in the Government of 
Canada’s Scienti� c Research and Experimental Development 

program, and Pinnacle Capital Inc., a private investment � rm. Outside, Edwardian red brick sets off the 
monumental, two-and-a-half-storey stone Beaux Arts entrance portico with Ionic columns. Its � ne sculptural 
detail is expressed in corbels, dentils, palmettes, and other ornament. A frieze and decorative cornice wrap 
the entire building. Built to the edge of the Grand River, even the river elevation is well designed. Inside, 
Pinnacle has undertaken an adaptive re-use of both � oors, while conserving many original elements. Ceiling 
plasterwork, columns, and pilasters are particularly intricate. The wood trim and broad, heavily-built staircase 
have been restored. Leaded and stained glass remains in place. 

Galt Carnegie Library Building 
34 Water St. N., Cambridge  
www.pcisred.com
built 1903; design: F.W. Mellish, Galt

Wesley United Church
6 Cambridge St., Cambridge
www.wesleyunited.ca
built 1879-1895; design: James Dalgleish, Galt

OPEN 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
The interior and exterior of this landmark stone church, one of the last 
works of Galt’s own James Dalgleish, are studies in architectural grace 
and beauty. Open to the public are the lofty sanctuary with original 
woodwork, stained glass windows including the heritage designated 
rose window, a fantastic sweeping gallery, the contemplative chapel, and 
the adjoining parlor.  Wesley’s Apple Corps will have their regular Apple 
Dumpling Cafe open for business from 8 a.m. to 11:30 (unless they sell 
out early!) and will also be selling pies and apple dumplings as part of 
the Cambridge Farmers’ Market, just next door. Informal concerts on 
the heritage pipe organ in the sanctuary will be offered during 
Doors Open.

Central Presbyterian Church
7 Queen's Square, Cambridge
www.centralchurchcambridge.ca
@CentralChurchCa 
built 1880-1882; design: John Hall Jr., Guelph, 
with W.H. Mallory

Rare tours of the bell tower will be offered for Doors Open at this 
striking granite-and-limestone Gothic Revival church with its patterned 
slate roof. Central’s elegant beauty and picturesque location beside the 
Grand River make it one of Waterloo Region’s great church buildings, 
and immediately recognizable. The tower with its 184-foot spire 
contains ten memorial bells, chimed weekly from a stand of wooden 
handles connected to rods and chains in the steeple. The church has a 
large seating capacity, a beautiful curving gallery of 1889, 19th century 
stained glass as well as eleven 20th century memorial stained glass 
windows, and a 1928 Casavant organ with over 2,000 pipes. 

Site Listings Legend
The site has its own 
adjacent parking lot
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Take a special guided tour to explore what’s old and what’s brand new at the former Galt Post Of� ce, 
one of the most impressive buildings in Cambridge, with its beautiful clock tower and spectacular Grand 
River views. It’s among the best surviving works by celebrated Chief Dominion Architect of Canada 
(1881-1896) Thomas Fuller. The 1885 building was deliberately designed to make a visible statement 
about the prosperity of Canada; a design which contributed to its 1983 designation as a National Historic 
Site. While respecting its historic designation, RDH Architects has built a new addition and undertaken 
a much-anticipated restoration and adaptive re-use of this heritage landmark. In summer 2018, the Old 
Post Of� ce location of Idea Exchange opens as a digital library with creative studios, a discovery centre, a 
makerspace, and a heritage reading room café. For Doors Open, guided tours of this remarkable building 
will bridge the centuries (last tour 4:30 p.m.), and an illustrated talk at 11:30 a.m. will survey library 
buildings past, present, and future!

11:30 a.m. TALK
Carnegie libraries: A legacy of form and function
What is a public library in the twenty-� rst century? A building type in � ux. Situated at the centre of 
our communities, public libraries are social and architectural landmarks. With eight Carnegie libraries 
built between 1903 and 1923, what is today the Region of Waterloo was granted the second-highest 
concentration of Carnegie-endowed libraries in Ontario. This illustrated talk will show how the Carnegie 
libraries of the early twentieth century contributed to the form and function we have come to associate 
with public libraries today. The talk will conclude with a consideration of how public libraries are being 
rede� ned, adapting to a new age through recent library redevelopment projects. 
In lower Creative Studio; seating for 40; open seating

Erin Smith holds a degree in Planning from the University of Waterloo and a master’s degree in Historic 
Preservation from the University of Texas School of Architecture. Her recent research focused on monitoring 
how heritage properties have been redeveloped along Waterloo Region’s ION Rapid Transit System. She is 
also interested in preservation education and outreach, and how people interact with their communities’ 
built heritage through social media. Erin is an Assistant Heritage Planner at the City of Brampton.

Old Post Of� ce, Idea Exchange
12 Water St. S., Cambridge
www.ideaexchange.org
@IdeaXchng
built 1885, 2018; design: Thomas Fuller, Ottawa (1885), 
RDH Architects, Toronto (2018)

OPEN 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Galt Collective 
135 George St. N., Suite 101, Cambridge
www.galtcollective.ca
@galtcollective
built c.1923
Galt Collective is a new coworking space in the historical 
former South Waterloo Agricultural Society building, freshly 
opened and ready to be enjoyed. Located on the Grand River 
and part of the downtown core, Galt Collective is set to 
become a creative hub for work, collaboration, and community. 

Tour this newly renovated industrial of� ce/event space that shares the building with Blackwing Café. Original 
interior elements include high ceilings, wood � oors, and heavy post and beam construction.

6
University of Waterloo School of Architecture in 
Cambridge (former Riverside Silk Mill)
7 Melville St. S., Cambridge
www.architecture.uwaterloo.ca
@ArchWaterloo
built 1919-1938, renovated 2004
design: Levitt Goodman Architects, Toronto (2004)

OPEN 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

The last industrial plant built on the Grand River in Galt, Riverside Silk Mill had large open spaces � ooded 
with natural light. Its industrial atmosphere, spacious interior, and spectacular town and river views were 
preserved and enhanced in its School of Architecture transformation. The former silk mill, over 80,000 sq. 
ft. on three levels, is now home to over 450 graduate and undergraduate students, 14 staff, 20 faculty, a 
full-service restaurant, and the art and design gallery Design at Riverside. Stop in to see this Doors Open 
favourite from the inside; it’s an exceptional piece of industrial built heritage, housing an exceptional 
institution dedicated to the building arts.



Sun Life Financial 
227 King St. S., Waterloo 
www.sunlife.com
@SunLifeCA
built 1912, 1921; design: Darling and Pearson, Toronto 
(1912), Sharp and Horner, Toronto (1921)

The Modern Renaissance style building of Sun Life Financial 
– with one of Waterloo's best-preserved heritage interiors – 
features ionic columns, inlaid marble, an elegant "Great Hall" 
with an ornate plaster ceiling, and many other original details. 
The heritage designation of the 1912 and 1921 facades re� ect 
their importance in the streetscape of Waterloo. Guided tours 

will be offered through the historic sections. Please enter through the King Street auditorium doors. The 
auditorium will feature local heritage groups and displays for viewing before your tour.

11
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
825 King St. W., Kitchener
www.stmarkskw.org
built 1938; design: B.A. Jones, Kitchener

This may be one of the last opportunities for the public to see the interior of St. Mark’s in its current 
form. With its wood paneling and handsome hammer-beam roof, this English Gothic style church is a 
jewel of local craftsmanship: design by Bernal Jones (one of the architects of the 1924 Kitchener City 
Hall), woodwork by the Interior Hardwood Co. (see Doors Open site 13), and stained glass by Bullas 
Glass. Other windows include an astronaut with a connection to Star Trek! See the original architectural 
drawings, quilted banners by Nancy-Lou Patterson, and historical photos and artifacts from the 
congregation’s founding in 1912 as First English Lutheran Church, Berlin. Recitals on the 1945 Casavant 
organ by Royal Canadian College of Organists members, on-the-hour, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

7
Conestoga College Applied Research Hub 
& Grand Innovations 
The Gaslight District
96 Grand Ave. S., Cambridge
www.conestogac.on.ca   www.grand-innovations.com  
www.gaslightdistrict.ca
@ConestogaC
built c.1890-1913, renovated 2017-2018
design: MartinSimmons Architects Inc., Kitchener 
(2017-2018)

Tour these two large facilities on the � rst and second � oors inside a historical former machinery factory, later 
Tiger Brand Knitting Company, and now part of a major redevelopment project blending old and new.

Conestoga College Applied Research Hub in the Gaslight District is a new research and innovation centre 
that will deliver solutions to real-world challenges and support local businesses in their efforts to improve 
productivity and competitiveness. Advanced manufacturing technologies and processes, cybersecurity 
applications, and advanced recycling are areas of focus. Learn how faculty and student researchers are 
tackling grand challenges such as the recycling of electronic and electrical waste – one of the world’s fastest 
growing waste streams.

Grand Innovations is a new non-pro� t organization created to support local businesses to improve 
innovation and competitiveness. Through its programs and initiatives, Grand Innovations will provide all 
users with a collaborative environment that brings together academia, industry leaders, community leaders, 
thought provokers, and problem solvers. Located in the heart of Cambridge, close to many of Canada’s 
leading advanced manufacturers, Grand Innovations is poised to bring disruption to these industries. The 
newly developed 96 Grand Avenue South will be a groundbreaking model for fostering innovation, creativity, 
and problem solving. Disruptive, out-of-the-box, mind-bending...this is how they roll! 

The renovating architect, MartinSimmons Architects Inc., Kitchener, is also a participating Doors Open site. 
You can visit them at site 20 (see Kitchener map) and ask them about The Gaslight District project.

During Doors Open this site is also participating in Startup Open House. What’s it like inside a startup? 
You’re about to � nd out. Job seekers, investors, curious neighbours: rub shoulders with innovative local 
founders, and discover what startup culture is all about!  www.startupopenhouse.com

10
Catalyst137 & Miovision
137 Glasgow St., Kitchener 
www.catalyst-137.com    www.miovision.com
@Catalyst137kw   @Miovision
built 1956, 1968, 2016-2017; design: SRM Architects, 
Kitchener (2016-2017)

“Go deep” at this large-scale adaptive re-use and � nd out how it all came together. Catalyst137 and 
Miovision are collaborating with SRM Architects, interior designers Dfy Studio, and mural artist 
Stephanie Scott to interpret this space, describe its transformation, and explore the results. SRM will 
guide visitors through the architecture. Dfy Studio will showcase the many inventive details. And you’ve 
probably seen work by the talented, proli� c Stephanie Scott, bringing walls to life all around our region – 
come for a tour between 1 and 3 p.m. to hear Stephanie explain how her intricate murals at this site and 
others are brought to fruition! At 11 a.m., one of the 2018 theme talks is also happening here 
– see below.

Catalyst137 is the world's largest space devoted speci� cally to Internet of Things (IoT) hardware 
companies. The 475,000 sq. ft. building brings together local talent, hardware engineering � rms, and 
venture capital support to help Kitchener-Waterloo's growing IoT companies compete in the global 
market. See how the building has evolved since its days as a tire warehouse. While some areas will 
still be a work in progress by September, much has been completed. The newly created spaces feature 
high ceilings, skylights, a mix of new and original materials, and vivid, engaging design. Drop in for a 
guided tour behind the scenes, including a visit at Swift Labs, specialists in IoT and wireless product 
development and testing.

Miovision, a homegrown Waterloo Region technology company with roots in traf� c solutions, is now 
dedicated to helping cities achieve their smart-city visions through constant innovation. As anchor tenant 
of Catalyst137, Miovision currently occupies 56,000 sq. ft. of of� ce space, 10,000 sq. ft. of production 
space, and an additional 58,000 sq. ft. in reserve for phased expansion. Featuring fresh design and 
integrated connected technology, the space was designed around a central hub to foster collaboration and 
natural collision, while preserving the history of the building. Miovision access by guided tour only.

During Doors Open this site is also participating in Startup Open House. What’s it like inside a startup? 
You’re about to � nd out. Job seekers, investors, curious neighbours: rub shoulders with innovative local 
founders, and discover what startup culture is all about!  www.startupopenhouse.com

11 a.m. TALK
What is a city? Interpreting change in the urban landscape
Cities are fundamental to our society, and more than half the world’s population now lives in urban 
areas. But cities are not static entities and change is one of their key constants. How did cities become so 
important to contemporary life, economics and culture? Part one of this illustrated talk will explore some 
of the foundational ideas of what a city is and how cities developed over time. Part two will examine 
changes that have taken place in Waterloo Region and how we can see, interpret, and understand them by 
looking at the spaces around us. 
seating for 75; open seating

Brian Doucet is a Canada Research Chair in Urban Change and Social Inclusion in the School of Planning 
at the University of Waterloo. His work examines housing, gentri� cation, communities, and how people 
experience neighbourhood change and long-term trends in cities. Born and raised in Toronto, Brian lived 
and studied in the Netherlands between 2004 and 2017 before moving to Waterloo Region last year.

Grand River Pedestrian Bridge, by City of Cambridge
spanning the Grand River 
between Water St. S. at Founder’s Point and Grand Ave 
S. at the Cambridge Sculpture Garden (53 Grand Ave. S.), 
Cambridge

Two guided walks: 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Meet in the Cambridge Sculpture Garden, 53 Grand Ave. S. in 
Downtown Cambridge. Rain or shine.  

Join City staff for a guided tour of the newly constructed Grand 
River pedestrian bridge. Take in views of historical Downtown Cambridge, and learn about the signi� cance 
of this location in the city’s history and the importance of the new bridge to the city’s future. The bridge was 
built directly upon infrastructure from a former rail bridge, and it provides an accessible connection between 
the west and east sides of Downtown Cambridge, spanning from the Gaslight District development across to 
the proposed location of a new ION light rail transit terminal. The bridge was built as part of the “Back to the 
Rivers” initiative currently underway in the city’s core areas, aimed to reconnect Cambridge with the rivers 
that run through it.

Photo:
Nick Stanley



15
44 Gaukel 
44 Gaukel St., Kitchener
www.44gaukelarts.com    www.acceleratorcentre.com
@44Gaukel
built 1962-1964; design: Barnett and 
Rieder Architects, Kitchener

Kitchener’s � rst and only combined arts and technology hub is a partnership between the Accelerator 
Centre (see site 24), a technology incubator dedicated to building and scaling globally competitive 
technologies, and ArtsBuild Ontario, a provincial arts service organization dedicated to realizing long-
term solutions for building, managing, and � nancing the sustainable creative spaces needed in Ontario. 
Merging the innovative tech world and the vibrant art community, 44 Gaukel is a true example of art-tech 
collaboration. See how this former Canada Post depot has been repurposed into an innovation hub, 
housing tech companies, studio space, and an art gallery. Interact with tech � rms such as InkSmith and 
Rapid Novor, and see the brilliant work of local artists such as My Pet Skeleton. Maybe you’ll even 
catch a rehearsal for the latest Green Light Arts production in the fully out� tted rentable rehearsal 
space!

At 44 Gaukel the City of Kitchener will be seeking public input on its Urban Design Manual. Great 
design has the transformative power to create buildings, streets, and open spaces that are human, 
visionary, and purposeful. Please join them to talk about community and neighbourhood design, and 
engage an in-progress draft of the document.

During Doors Open this site is also participating in Startup Open House. What’s it like inside a startup? 
You’re about to � nd out. Job seekers, investors, curious neighbours: rub shoulders with innovative local 
founders, and discover what startup culture is all about!  www.startupopenhouse.com

16 Carizon Family and Community Services
400 Queen St. S., Kitchener
www.carizon.ca
@Carizon
built 2000; design: Robert J. Dyck Architect 
and Engineer Inc., Kitchener

Come and see where over 45 community partners meet once a week to support at risk members of our 
community. Carizon is a purpose-built mental health and community services hub in the heart of Waterloo 
Region. This creative gathering place is home to globally recognized, innovative collaborations that deliver 
preventative and intensive programs to support family wellbeing: the Family Violence Project of Waterloo 
Region that provides one-stop, seamless services to victims of domestic violence; the Waterloo Region Child 
and Youth Advocacy Centre, a welcoming, safe place where child abuse allegations are investigated and 
support is provided for children and youth; a specialized unit of the Waterloo Regional Police Service; a Child 
Witness Centre; Women’s Crisis Services; Family and Children’s Services; Legal Aid; Waterloo Region Sexual 
Assault/Domestic Violence Treatment Centre. All of these Carizon partners will be on hand to share their 
stories and resources with Doors Open visitors.

St. Matthews Lutheran Church 
54 Benton St., Kitchener 
www.stmatthewskitchener.com
built 1914, 1951; design: Spier, Rohns and Gehrke, 
Detroit (1914), T.N. Mansell, Philadelphia (1951)

The interior of this Gothic Revival church is an architectural 
treasure; among the � nest in the region. The lovely stone-
trimmed brick exterior contributes impressively to Kitchener’s 
downtown. Flooded with natural light, the 550-seat rib-vaulted 
sanctuary has changed very little since 1914. Its many original 

features include huge non-pictorial stained glass windows in the transepts, a wrap-around gallery, gorgeous 
brass chandeliers, murals depicting Biblical scenes, and a carved altar and woodwork by Waterloo’s Globe 
Furniture Co. Arranged in a cloister plan, 1951 educational wings and a chapel with stained glass windows 
surround a small courtyard, and complement the 1914 architecture. Trinity United Church recently moved 
from its original building on Frederick Street to the St. Matthews chapel, and Trinity will be hosting visitors 
in the chapel and courtyard. St. Matthews will host a short piano recital by one of its younger church 
members at 1 p.m. The 3,000-pipe Casavant pipe organ, among the largest of its kind in Canada, 
will be played in this transcendent space at 3 p.m. – don’t miss it!

Deloitte Canada – Kitchener-Waterloo Of� ce
195 Joseph St., Kitchener
www.deloitte.ca
@DeloitteCanada 
built 1925, renovated 2017; design: Gensler (2017)

This building and the iconic smokestack outside were built nearly 100 years ago by the Lang Tanning Company. 
Meticulously restored and renovated for today, Deloitte’s workplace on Joseph Street combines early 20th 
century industrial architectural elements, such as high ceilings, exposed brick, and post-and-beam construction, 
with Deloitte’s innovative individual and collaborative work areas. Take a guided tour of this beautiful 
workplace, one of the latest and most inventive among Kitchener-Waterloo’s repurposed industrial heritage 
buildings, and peek into the “local innovation ecosystem” through Deloitte’s Discovery Zone and Ideation Lab. 
Architectural Conservancy Ontario North Waterloo Region Branch will be on hand at Deloitte to share 
information about the history of this building, and conserving our region’s built heritage. At 1:30 you can check 
out one of this year’s Doors Open theme talks:

1:30 p.m. TALK
Designing our neighbourhoods: Trends and in� uences over 150 years
Waterloo Region has grown from a scattering of villages to one of Canada’s largest and most vibrant urban 
areas. Its entrepreneurial spirit and universities have propelled signi� cant growth, especially since World War 
II. Kitchener and Waterloo have many neighbourhoods that were built in different eras over the past 150 years, 
and this presentation will look at the early municipal plans of the 1920s, the in� uences and fabric of postwar 
suburban expansion, and the more recent in� ll development occurring in the central neighbourhoods.
seating for 40; open seating

Glenn Scheels is a founding principal in the planning and urban design � rm GSP Group (also participating in 
Doors Open – see site 13). Glenn has over 35 years of planning and design experience in Ontario. His passion 
is creating great neighbourhoods, public spaces, in� ll development, and streetscapes. He has served on many 
community and professional committees, among them the Waterloo Region Public Art Advisory Committee.

GSP Group at 72 Victoria St.
72 Victoria St. S., Suite 201, Kitchener
www.gspgroup.ca
@GSP_Group 
built 1903, 1914, 1929, renovated 2000; design: C.E. 
Cowan, Kitchener (1903)

One of the � rst “brick and beam” factory conversions in 
Downtown Kitchener’s former industrial district houses 

the 9,000 sq. ft. of� ces of GSP. The � rm’s planners, designers, and landscape architects enjoy the high 
ceilinged, open, light � lled space in this 95,000 sq. ft. building, built as the factory of the Interior Hardwood 
Co., where furniture, woodwork, and � ooring were manufactured until 1960 (see beautiful work by the 
Interior Hardwood Company at site 11, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church). The building then housed different 
manufacturing, commercial, and artistic ventures before it was converted in 2000. The rich wood interior 
with large windows and original building artifacts creates an ideal work space for the GSP team. Tour this 
key piece of downtown industrial heritage, and � nd out about GSP’s urban design, planning, and landscape 
architecture projects in Downtown Kitchener, both completed and soon-to-come!

Glenn Scheels, a founding principal at GSP, will give a 1:30 talk at Doors Open site 14, just across Victoria 
Street – see below.

12
King Street Grade Separation, by Region of Waterloo 
King Street, between Victoria and Moore Sts., Kitchener 
Free Doors Open parking: 
Lot at corner of Waterloo and Victoria streets (see map)
www.grt.ca/ION
@rideIONrt

Three guided walks: 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Walk approx. 45 min.

Meet outside the University of Waterloo School of Pharmacy, at King and Victoria Streets in Downtown 
Kitchener. Rain or shine. Sturdy footwear recommended. 

ATTENTION transportation, engineering and construction enthusiasts! 
This grade separation, physically dividing King Street and ION light rail transit (LRT) from the intersecting 
passenger and freight rail infrastructure, was one of the most intricate components of the ION project, 
requiring 800 cubic metres of concrete to build the bridge deck over King Street. Learn all about what was 
required to create the grade separation from Region of Waterloo engineers and staff, your tour leaders. The 
grade separation provides safe and convenient travel for Go Transit, VIA Rail, and future ION riders, as well as 
cars, pedestrians, and cyclists, and it borders the site of the Region’s soon-to-be-built multi modal transit hub.
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Visit our headquarters locations inWaterloo and our
Hardware Innovation Lab in Kitchener to see first hand
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www.regionofwaterloo.ca/museums
TTY: 519-575-4608

Waterloo Region Museum / Doon Heritage Village
10 Huron Road, Kitchener
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National Historic Site
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Historic Site
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Homer Watson House and Gallery
1754 Old Mill Rd., Kitchener
www.homerwatson.on.ca
@HomerWatson 
built 1834-1835; design: built by Adam Ferrie

The homestead of Canada's � rst noted landscape artist, Homer 
Watson (1855-1936), a forerunner of the Group of Seven. In 

addition to seeing the Watson Collection, contemporary exhibitions, and Watson's painting equipment, 
visitors can go behind the scenes inside the coach house, and also the archival storage system for the 
safekeeping of Watson’s paintings. The House and Gallery celebrates Watson’s creative spirit by stimulating 
visual arts appreciation and practice through its programs, exhibitions and events. During Doors Open, 
take part in a fun hands-on art activity on site with one of the artist instructors.

Waterloo County Gaol and Governor’s House
73-77 Queen St. N., Kitchener  
www.preventingcrime.ca
@PreventingCrime
built 1852-1853 (Gaol), 1878 (GH); design: Mellish and 
Russell, Brantford (Gaol), D.W. Gingerich, Waterloo (GH)

At the oldest Waterloo County buildings in existence, your hosts are the Friends of the Governor’s House 
and Gaol, and the Waterloo Region Crime Prevention Council (WRCPC). The two buildings are Doors Open 
favourites, participating together nearly every year in the 16 years of the event. When both sites sat vacant, 
community action saved them from an uncertain fate. The exteriors are now heritage designated and the 
interiors have been adaptively reused. The massive granite Gaol houses Provincial Offences courtrooms, 
and the stately Victorian Governor’s House is home to the WRCPC. Formerly the jail warden’s home, the 
Governor’s House is now a place where planning and community initiatives focus on crime prevention and 
restorative justice. Outside, the Waterloo County Gaol Garden offers a peaceful retreat. 

The evening before Doors Open, you’re invited to the garden for a special, free launch event and celebration:

Friday, Sept. 14, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
A Place for All Seasons
Gather around the stone walls of the Gaol Garden for live music and refreshments with the Friends of the 
Governor's House and Gaol to celebrate the Friends’ 30th anniversary, 16 years of Doors Open participation, 
and the Four Season garden with its new installation: four recently rehabilitated original Gaol cell doors. 
It's a great opportunity to celebrate the site's restoration and the creation of the garden, a watershed 
accomplishment in local heritage conservation. The Governor’s Sinfonietta will serenade the gathering with 
garden music throughout the evening. For this celebration, the Friends are pleased to acknowledge the 
generous partnership of the Ontario Heritage Trust.

DOZR Inc. & RouteThis
318 Duke St. W., Kitchener
www.dozr.com    www.routethis.com
@dozrhub    
built 1913

DOZR, a leading startup within the sharing economy, moved 
in 2017 from Communitech to this building, which from 1913 
to 1965 was the Berlin (Kitchener) Fire Hall No. 2. It is the 
oldest � re hall building in Kitchener-Waterloo, and is a well 
maintained historical landmark. DOZR thrives here as an asset-
free, online heavy equipment rental platform revolutionizing 
the way the construction industry accesses equipment. Users 
search for the equipment they need and book it in minutes. 

DOZR modernized the old � re hall space but kept key heritage features the building is known for. 

RouteThis, a startup founded in 2012, recently moved into the second � oor. Its previous locations were 
also heritage buildings in Kitchener, including The Tannery (Communitech) and 100 Ahrens Street West. 
RouteThis is a rapidly growing � rm that intelligently automates technical support for companies all over 
the world. See inside this excellent adaptive re-use.

During Doors Open this site is also participating in Startup Open House. What’s it like inside a startup? 
You’re about to � nd out. Job seekers, investors, curious neighbours: rub shoulders with innovative local 
founders, and discover what startup culture is all about!  www.startupopenhouse.com

20 MartinSimmons Architects Inc.
200-113 Breithaupt St., Kitchener  
www.martinsimmons.ca
@msarchitectsinc
renovated 2015; design: MartinSimmons Architects, 
Kitchener (by Robertson Simmons Architects prior to 
name change)

Get an architect’s-eye view of our changing region. This storied architecture � rm has designed Doors Open 
sites and led Doors Open tours, and now is opening its own doors! Join MartinSimmons for a revealing tour 
of its new of� ce transformation. When MartinSimmons was looking to move into a new space, the � rm 
wanted to convert an older building into something contemporary that demonstrates its brand of architectural 
excellence. The redesign of this former light manufacturing building created a more ef� cient building envelope 
and dramatic new clerestory windows that allow natural light to penetrate deep into the interior, increasing 
illumination by over 600%. The studio space has over 60 linear feet of windows overlooking the CN/Via rail 
corridor and Downtown Kitchener. The exterior features cost effective corrugated siding in monolithic black, 
hiding the surprising, bright white “core” of the interior. Browse displays featuring past, current, and upcoming 
projects by the � rm, including Doors Open site 7 at The Gaslight District (see Cambridge map).

NEO Architecture Inc. 
243 King St. E., Kitchener
www.neoarchitecture.ca
@neoarchitecture.ca
built 1929, renovated 2017 
design: NEO Architecture Inc. (2017)

Built by Michael and Rose Pinto, this petite Art Deco building began as 
a fruit and vegetable store on the ground � oor with a family residence 
above. In 1941, Caroline and Victoria Pinto converted the store to 
Pinto’s Youth Shoppe, selling ready-to-wear children’s clothing. The store 
remained in business for almost 50 years. The building was sold to local 
architect Laird Robertson in 2014, on the promise that it would not be 
demolished for redevelopment. Laird had it re-zoned and undertook an 
extensive property and interior renovation to create a retail/commercial 
space while maintaining the original charm of the heritage King Street 
facade. The building is now the home of NEO Architecture Inc., Laird’s 
architectural practice with business partner Doug McIntosh. Throughout 
its space, NEO will also host a special exhibition opening during Doors 
Open – works by � ve artists, inspired by architecture:

Memories of Utopia
a visual art exhibition, architecturally themed
opening: 10 a.m.-5 p.m., September 15, during Doors Open
then Saturdays 11 a.m.-3 p.m. through October 20

Heather Kocsis, Michelle Purchase, Brian Douglas, Joe Martz, Melissa 
Doherty
Curator: Laird Robertson, NEO Architecture Inc.

Architecture is the manifestation of our collective memory. At its 
essence, shelter; at its pinnacle, celebration. Our built world provides us 
with a mirror and a looking glass – we observe, and conjure a memory 
or imagine a possibility. Eternal optimism is part of the human condition, 
and by its nature, architecture is optimistic. We build toward a better 
future, and our buildings stand as a celebration of accomplishment. 
The artists featured in this exhibition, and their varied works, take 
architecture as their subject, soliciting emotions of human idealism 
while reminding us of its other dimensions, juxtaposed to architecture’s 
sense of optimistic possibility and its memories of accomplishment: the 
misguided aspiration, the forgotten, the ravages of time, and the need 
to tend our memories and collective past lest they be forgotten.

Photo: Brian Douglas

Passageways, by Heather Kocsis



Waterloo Pioneers Memorial Tower
South end of 300 Lookout Lane, Kitchener 
www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/on/woodside/decouvrir-discover/
waterloo 
built 1926, restored 1997-2002; design: William Langton, 
Toronto 

Visitors will be allowed rare access to the observation deck 
of this well-built, picturesque tower that commemorates the 
arrival of Pennsylvania-German settlers to Waterloo Region 
c.1800. Its random-coursed � eldstone construction, tapered 

"Swiss" copper roof, and Conestoga wagon weathervane re� ect the origin and farming lifestyle of these 
early settlers. Its ironwork, classical portico, and handsome cornice contribute to the overall design. The 
tower was built, in part, as a goodwill response to anti-German sentiment that had affected local German-
Canadians during the First World War. 

26 At Home: Residential Architecture in Waterloo 
City of Waterloo Museum
Conestoga Mall entrance between Hudson’s Bay 
and Galaxy Cinema
500 King St., N., Waterloo
www.waterloo.ca/museum
@waterloomuseum

In Waterloo, people have lived in all sorts of places, from early log homes to the high-rise condominiums of 
today. Changes in society re� ect and in� uence homeowner expectations and choices, which have shaped our 
notions of “home”. This exhibition takes you on a tour of our neighbourhoods and the architectural styles to 
be found all around our city. With lots of “please touch” exhibits and materials, explore the similarities and 
differences among several house styles and get a close up look at homes that tell us stories about who we are, 
how we live, and what we aspire to be.

3 p.m. TALK
Who was Charlie Voelker? The birth of Waterloo’s suburban neighbourhoods
This illustrated presentation, a companion to the exhibition At Home: Residential Architecture in Waterloo, 
will highlight home design in Waterloo’s early postwar period, including many of Charlie Voelker’s original 
architectural drawings for houses built in the Colonial Acres and Westmount subdivisions. Affectionately 
known as Colonial Charlie, the charismatic Voelker was a gifted and caring man, city alderman, and community 
volunteer guided by a vision of his city’s future. In postwar Waterloo, he was one of a handful of prominent 
local house designers who were extremely in� uential in shaping the style of the city’s early suburban 
neighbourhoods. See and hear more about this fascinating time in our urban history!
seating for 25; open seating

Libby Walker has worked in the � eld of museum programming and interpretation for many years, in both 
Waterloo Region and Wellington County. She is particularly interested in social history, education, and the 
history of community development and growth. She is the Program and Engagement Associate at the City of 
Waterloo Museum.

Accelerator Centre Headquarters
295 Hagey Blvd., Waterloo
www.acceleratorcentre.com
@AC_Waterloo 
built 2006; design: Robertson Simmons Architects, Laird 
Robertson, Kitchener

As one of the top performing startup accelerator programs in the 
world, the Accelerator Centre provides a variety of programming, 

mentorship, and other resources to entrepreneurs, and aims to develop high growth companies. Tour the 
building to learn more about the award winning programming, and meet some of the inspiring entrepreneurs 
who are creating the next wave of innovation in Waterloo. The building itself, by CORA Group, was an early 
innovator of environmentally sustainable design in the David Johnston Research + Technology Park, University 
of Waterloo. Noteworthy elements include a large green roof, a unique treatment of each facade to maximize 
heating/cooling, detailed landscaping treatments, and a demountable wall system.

During Doors Open this site is also participating in Startup Open House. What’s it like inside a startup? You’re 
about to � nd out. Job seekers, investors, curious neighbours: rub shoulders with innovative local founders, and 
discover what startup culture is all about!  www.startupopenhouse.com

Brubacher House Museum
Frank Tompa Dr., west end
David Johnston Research + Technology Park, Waterloo  
https://uwaterloo.ca/grebel/about-grebel/our-partners/
brubacher-house 
built 1850, renovated 1970s

The home of Magdalena and John E. Brubacher was built in 
the Pennsylvania German style. In this beautiful setting on the 

side of a gentle hill, the Brubachers raised fourteen children. Farming continued here until 1965, when the 
property was purchased by the University of Waterloo. The University restored the house in recognition of 
the Pennsylvania German farming settlement that now makes up the 1,000-acre university campus, and the 
house continues to interpret that history today, adding the recognition of a long, earlier Indigenous history. 
Learn even more about how the house � ts into the sweep of history over this ever-changing landscape 
during a special Doors Open talk:

3 p.m. TALK
The Brubacher House: Historic icon on an ultra-modern campus
This illustrated talk will look at the 1850 Brubacher House in the context of the University of Waterloo’s 1,000-
acre campus, explaining its historical role as a Mennonite farmhouse, the reasons for its preservation, and the 
role of the Region of Waterloo, the University, and the Mennonite community in its restoration. Comparison will 
be made to the spectacular architecture of nearby OpenText and the University of Waterloo af� liated Accelerator 
Centre. The talk will also address how the land around Brubacher House has changed over the centuries.
seating for 40; open seating

Kenneth McLaughlin is Distinguished Professor of History at the University of Waterloo. He served as Professor 
of History and also as Chair of the Waterloo Regional Heritage Foundation, and was involved in the preservation 
of the Brubacher House as a centre of historical interest.

St. Columba Anglican Church
250 Lincoln Rd., Waterloo
www.saintcolumbachurch.com
built 1961; design: Horton and Ball, Kitchener

This little church, nestled in the calm of the mid-century Lincoln 
Heights neighbourhood, has a modest exterior that belies the rare 
and exceptional collection of decorative art that enlivens the space 

beneath the beautiful modern wood ceiling – work in a fascinating variety of media, all by Nancy Lou Patterson 
(b.1929). Nancy Lou emigrated from the U.S. in 1962, taking a position teaching � ne art at the University 
of Waterloo, where she established the Fine Art Department. Over the next � ve decades she continued to 
teach and to practise her art, becoming well known for her liturgical textile designs, but also developing a 
broad portfolio as scholar, mentor, novelist, and poet. The works she designed for St. Columba enhance the 
understated architecture with her unique vision and spirituality, unifying it in a fashion seldom seen in a church 
interior. Her colourful banners, hangings, and other work will be on display during Doors Open. Guided tours 
will be offered in the chancel and nave. At 11 a.m. a long-time colleague and friend of Nancy Lou will give an 
informal, wide-ranging talk placing her work within the larger contexts of � ne art, folk art, and symbolism.

11 a.m. TALK
The gift to be simple: The religious and secular art of Nancy Lou Patterson
Savour St. Columba’s unique interior, bejewelled by works of decorative art – colourful quilted banners, brilliant 
little gems in stained glass, embroidered kneeling cushions, wood carvings, metalwork, ink-on-paper drawings – 
all designed by Nancy Lou Patterson. Nancy Lou’s � rst liturgical art commission was for two stunningly beautiful 
stained glass windows for Conrad Grebel College in 1964. The windows that emerged from her collaboration 
with the local glass studio, Bullas Glass, launched her career and gained her renown for her liturgical work in 
Canada and abroad. At home, she became equally respected for her knowledge and understanding of the arts 
of the area’s founding cultures. Soon after her arrival in Waterloo in 1962, Nancy Lou encountered the folk art 
of the region’s Pennsylvania-German Mennonites and the seeds were sown for an affair of the heart which was 
to blossom and � nd expression in her quilt art, banners and works in other media. Combining deep attention 
to meaning with delight in colour and form, her work at St Columba re� ects the traditional Germanic folk arts, 
which have continued to excite and inspire her throughout her career.
Enter the conversation…is it folk art, or � ne?      
open seating

Susan MacFarlane Burke’s expertise includes folk and decorative art, material culture, and built heritage, 
developed over four decades as a curator, manager, and researcher at living history museums. Much of her 
career has been dedicated to the restoration and programming of Joseph Schneider Haus National Historic Site 
(Kitchener), where she established an annual folk artist residency, and a research fellowship for the study of 
Waterloo's folk and founding cultures. Through her travels, study, and � eldwork, including founding a centre 
for Scottish culture at McDougall Cottage Historic Site (Cambridge), Susan has become a foremost authority on 
Ontario’s Scottish immigrant heritage and on the Pennsylvania-German folk arts and culture.



28 Martin Luther University College (formerly Waterloo 
Lutheran Seminary)
at Albert Street and Bricker Avenue, Waterloo
Free Doors Open parking: 
Gold Permit spots in WLU Lots 1, 13 and 14
enter all from Bricker Ave. (see map)
www.luther.wlu.ca
built 1963, renovated 2017-2018; design: Karl Kruschen, 
Kruschen and Dailey, Waterloo (1963), Montgomery Sisam 
Architects, Toronto (2017-2018)

Tour the brand-new $9M renovation of this mid-century landmark. After more than 50 years educating 
students in its 1963 building, Waterloo Lutheran Seminary (now Martin Luther University College) renewed and 
modernized its campus. Under general contractor Melloul-Blamey Construction Inc., the work included stripping 
the interior, removing asbestos, installing energy ef� cient systems, and building a small addition with a new, 
canopied main entrance facing the street. Other new features include a brightened Keffer Memorial Chapel – 
an icon of modern architecture in the region – open gathering spaces, modernized classrooms, and improved 
ablution facilities for Muslim students and guests. Founded in 1911, this is the founding institution of Wilfrid 
Laurier University, and was instrumental in founding the University of Waterloo. At 1:30, hear and see how the 
redesign was accomplished:

1:30 p.m. TALK 
Renewal and transformation: The modernization of Martin Luther University College (formerly 
Waterloo Lutheran Seminary)
Reimagining a landmark requires care, attention, and teamwork. In this illustrated talk, the renovating architect of 
the new Martin Luther University College campus will describe how the project was conceived to reach outward, 
forging a new connection with the larger community, while also focusing inward to create a place of calm and 
collaboration for the school community. The challenge of transforming both the building and the institution while 
preserving and enhancing a remarkable legacy, balancing heritage preservation and change, will be explored.
open seating

Terry Montgomery, a founding partner at Montgomery Sisam Architects, led the team that designed the Martin 
Luther University College addition and renovation, completed this year. He has been a practicing architect for over 
40 years, and his work has centred on transforming and humanizing institutional architecture to make a tangible 
contribution to health and wellbeing. Terry taught at the University of Toronto from 1975 to 1983, and has been a 
visiting critic at Ryerson University, SUNY Buffalo, McGill University, and Dalhousie University. 

29 Shopify Inc.
57 Erb St. W., Waterloo
www.shopify.ca
@Shopify
built 1878, 1984, renovated 2016; design: Barton Myers 
Associates, Toronto (1984), WalterFedy, Kitchener (2016)

Join Shopify for guided tours, food, drinks, and more during Doors Open! 
Shopify is the leading commerce platform designed for small and medium-sized businesses worldwide. 
Whether you sell online, on social media, in-store, or out of the trunk of your car, Shopify has you covered. 
The � rst Shopify store was the company’s own, and it’s been their mission to make commerce better for 
everyone ever since. Shopify is located in one of the buildings of the former Seagram distillery complex, 
established here in the 1800s and closed in 1992. This building, originally a barrel warehouse, was 
redesigned and expanded as a museum in 1984, earning Barton Myers Associates a Governor General’s 
Medal in Architecture, Canada’s highest honour for architectural excellence.

During Doors Open this site is also participating in Startup Open House. What’s it like inside a startup? 
You’re about to � nd out. Job seekers, investors, curious neighbours: rub shoulders with innovative local 
founders, and discover what startup culture is all about!  www.startupopenhouse.com

Stevanus Family Farm
1082 Snyder’s Flats Rd., Bloomingdale 
www.stevanusfarm.ca
@stevanusfarm  

Learn about where your food comes from on a � eld tour of 
the Stevanus Family Farm, where some 30 different kinds 
of vegetables are grown to support their CSA (Community 
Supported Agriculture) programs, and to supply � ne restaurants 

in the region. Since 1921 the Stevanus family has been growing produce on this farm, now in its third 
and fourth generation. Find out how local vegetables make their way to your table: how they are grown, 
harvested and brought to market. Learn about the variety, planting schedules and seasonal rhythms of 
mixed farming, from hay� elds to honeybees. Discover what environmentally sustainable practices mean to 
farmers. You can even get your hands dirty! – dig a sweet potato or a carrot; pull a beet! The farm stand 
will be open and stocked with produce for sale.

Elmira’s Own
2191 Arthur St. N., Woolwich Township
www.elmirasown.com

Go behind the scenes for guided tours of the big, climate 
controlled greenhouses at Elmira's Own, and see how beefsteak 
and other specialty tomatoes are now grown, year round 
and pesticide free, using LED supplemental lighting. In their 
technologically advanced greenhouses, Elmira's Own grows 
vine ripened, handpicked tomatoes, and also green beans and 
cucumbers certain times of the year, then packs and markets 
them to more than two dozen retail locations in Ontario.

IBEW Local 804
5158 Fountain St. N., Breslau
www.ibew804.ca
@IBEWLU804
built 2015; design: ABA Architects Inc., Waterloo

Try your hand at the trade and take a tour inside the new 8,000 
sq. ft. electrical training workshop at IBEW Local 804, which 

represents over 1,100 members working in the electrical industry: Apprentice and licensed Journeyman 
construction and maintenance electricians, � re and security workers, data and network communication 
installers, and high voltage workers in the industrial, commercial, institutional, residential, agricultural, 
service, and electrical power generation and distribution sectors. The facility also houses staff of� ces for 
record keeping and member dispatch, and oversees apprenticeship and training programs. Due in large part 
to its additional support training and mentorship, Local 804 boasts an apprenticeship completion average 
above 95%, compared with the provincial apprenticeship completion average below 60%.

Woolwich Township Joint Fire / EMS Station
51 Beacon Point Court, Breslau
built 2018; design: John MacDonald Architect, Kitchener

Find out how an emergency services facility works! The 
Township of Woolwich operates six � re stations and this is 

its � rst combined � re and EMS facility. The modern design ensures the success of the different operations 
and celebrates their individual identities. The � re station portion of the facility will be open to visitors, with 
members of both the � re and architectural design teams present to answer questions and explain the � ner 
points of the operation. Access from Beacon Point Court only.

ACL Steel
2255 Shirley Dr., Kitchener 
www.aclsteel.ca 
built 2005 

Tour this 38,000 sq. ft. metal fabrication facility, where structural steel 
building frames – totaling as much as 250 tons per week – are designed, 
manufactured, and shipped out to large-scale industrial, commercial, and 
institutional construction projects in Waterloo Region and across North 
America. Learn about both sides of the manufacturing process, from of� ce to 
shop � oor; from the modeling and drafting of the design stage to the heavy 
equipment, cutting, welding, machining and � nishing of the fabrication 
stage. This year’s participating Doors Open site 33 was built using steel from 
ACL! Closed-toe shoes are required to tour this facility. 


