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43 Doors Open sites to visit, including WATER theme sites
Talks, walks, hands-on activities, and MORE!
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Doors Open Waterloo Region would like to acknowledge that the land on which we  
gather today is the land traditionally used by the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe and Neutral 
People. We also acknowledge the enduring presence and deep traditional knowledge and 
philosophies of the Indigenous people with whom we share this land today.

One day + 43 fascinating places to get inside + FREE admission = Doors Open! Visit first-time sites 
and past favourites, for their architecture, their heritage, or the interesting things going on. Some have 
all three! For detailed maps, listings, feedback, and more: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/doorsopen

Doors Open Waterloo Region 2019
Saturday, September 21
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. (at most sites; special hours shown in red)

Water Ceremony for the Grand River
Saturday, September 21 (opens Doors Open)
7:30 a.m. – 9 a.m. See p.3

WATER – Water is life. Water is local. Water circles the globe, a single, closed cycle.  
It is fundamental. Our past, our present, our future.  
Water is the theme of Doors Open Waterloo Region 2019.

At 16 theme sites, explore the ways water is at the centre of our lives. Indigenous water teachings, 
rivers, water treatment and distribution, water research and science, watershed conservation and 
management, natural areas and recreation, water efficiency and use, flooding and floodplains, waste 
water, waterpower, bridges...all are included in Doors Open 2019. Plus water-themed talks, walks, 
exhibits, and activities. Look for this symbol in the site listings!

Hands On! – At the time of this printing, 6 sites were offering hands-on activities.  
Look for this symbol in the site listings.

Talks – Find this symbol in the site listings marking the locations for our always-popular 
talks, with full text descriptions and full speaker bios:

10 & 11 a.m.  Black Bridge and heritage bridges in Waterloo Region
Site 35

Gather at the heritage designated Black Bridge, spanning the Speed River in Hespeler, for a talk 
about this and other significant Waterloo Region bridges. The single-lane steel truss Black Bridge 
has stood for more than a century, and will continue into the future – although as a pedestrian and 
cycling bridge. For motor vehicles, it will soon be replaced by another. || Lindsay Benjamin, lead 
author of Arch, Truss and Beam: The Grand River Watershed Heritage Bridge Inventory, is a Heritage 
Project Manager at ARA – one of the few full-service archaeological and heritage consulting firms 
in Ontario. She is practiced in conservation planning for cultural heritage resources, districts, and 
landscapes, and has produced hundreds of statements of significance for built heritage assets.

10:15 a.m. Why “Water” is both the question and the answer to future challenges
Site 2

Don’t miss this introduction by Bernadette Conant, Canadian Water Network (CWN) CEO, who will 
engage you with the Doors Open 2019 theme, offering a framework and broad perspective on all 
things water. CWN connects researchers, organizations, governments, industries, and communities to 
make informed water decisions, together.

10:30 & 11:30 a.m.  Weather gone wild: What can we do to limit home and community-
level flood risk?
Site 2; open seating for 50

Flood risk is increasing in our communities along with extreme weather events. But homeowners 
can protect themselves in practical, effective ways, and communities can mitigate risks arising from 
flooding. In both cases we need to prepare in advance, rather than wait for emergencies. || Dr. Blair 
Feltmate, head of the Intact Centre on Climate Adaptation in the Faculty of Environment, University 
of Waterloo, speaks to governments and industries on the need and means to adjust to a changing 
climate. A member of the University’s Water Institute, the Interdisciplinary Centre on Climate Change 
at evolv1, and the Global Risk Institute advisory board, he also chairs the Government of Canada 
Expert Panel on Climate Adaptation and Resilience Results.

11 a.m.  First we build a mill: How waterpower settled the settlers
Site 34; open seating for 100

The Grand, the Conestogo, the Nith, the Speed. Two centuries ago, settlers harnessed local rivers 
and creeks, creating millponds and millraces to power the first industries in this region. The big 
machinery moved to the flow of water through waterwheels and turbines. This legacy is visible 
today, from the lakes in our city parks to the waterside mill buildings, mill ruins, and mill races in our 
towns. This illustrated talk will guide you through the story of how waterpower started Waterloo 
Region’s wheels turning. || Warren Stauch is a local historian, writer, lecturer, tour guide, heritage 
advocate, volunteer, and former geography teacher. He has earned numerous awards, including 
the Grand River Conservation Authority Watershed Award and the Lieutenant Governor’s Ontario 
Heritage Award. Warren has volunteered with Doors Open beginning in the early years of the event.

12:30 p.m. PANEL  Gender equality & environmental sustainability in international 
economic development
Site 3; open seating for 30

So that its work provides an equitable, ecologically sustainable approach to poverty alleviation, 
MEDA takes a multi-disciplinary approach to its work around the world, integrating gender equality 
and climate change initiatives in all of its programming. Learn more about MEDA’s work through an 
engaging dialogue with climate change and gender experts.

1 & 2 p.m.  What is a culture of sustainability? Co-creating change for a better future
Site 2; open seating for 35

Extreme floods, droughts, and storms leave little doubt: human-caused climate change is real, and 
a significant risk for our future. Access to the right technology is not the issue in addressing this 
crisis. What is missing is a culture of sustainability that engages people in actions in their homes, 
organizations, and communities. But what is a culture of sustainability? How can we develop one? 
Local researchers are looking for answers; this talk will share their insights. || Dr. Manuel Riemer 
is a professor of community psychology and sustainability science at Wilfrid Laurier University, 
Director of VERiS, and a co-principal of the Sustainable Societies Consulting Group. He uses 
community-engaged research principles, and psychological theories, principles, and tools, to address 
sustainability issues, including climate change mitigation and resiliency, emphasizing engagement 
and promoting a culture of sustainability in organizations and communities.

2 p.m.  Iconography: Windows into heaven
Site 13

A very popular talk when it was offered during Doors Open in 2017. Discover the rich meaning 
behind the ancient medium of Byzantine iconography, using as illustration the outstanding, 
jewel-coloured and gilded iconography painted on the walls, ceiling, and iconostasis of Holy 
Transfiguration Church. || Fr. Myroslaw Tataryn is a theologian, and Professor Emeritus in the 
Department of Religious Studies, St. Jerome’s University, Waterloo.

Secret musical artists, secret venues, limited seating. Join Good Company Productions for a  
free pop-up concert experience at a Doors Open site! Where? It’s a secret…for now.  
Find out how to attend by following on Instagram @goodcoprod and join the mailing list at  
www.goodcoprod.ca to be the first to know about future events! Since 2017, Good Co. has  
hosted thousands of guests in spaces across Waterloo Region: tech offices, museums, farms, 
galleries, warehouses, distilleries, bookstores, living rooms…even hair salons!

Share Photos – Let Doors Open devotees see the sites through your eyes:
• On Instagram and Twitter: @DoorsOpenWR #DOWR2019
•  On Flickr: www.flickr.com/groups/dowr. Join Doors Open Waterloo Region and Doors Open 

Ontario group members, and share your favourites.

Thank You – Hundreds of sites, thousands of volunteers, and thousands upon thousands of  
visitors have made Doors Open Waterloo Region a success since 2003.

The event is funded by the Region of Waterloo and supported by generous sponsors  
(see front page). Doors Open Waterloo Region especially thanks The Waterloo Region Record  
for 17 years of partnership and support.



Canada’s first Zero Carbon Building: Design (Canada Green Building 
Council), evolv1 resulted from a vision to develop sustainably. Its 
net positive energy performance (it generates more energy than it 

uses) earned evolv1 the highest of environmental certifications. Guided tours will highlight its features and 
technologies, including thousands of solar panels, a solar wall, a water cistern, high tech HVAC systems, a three-
storey living wall, a geothermal well, 28 electric vehicle charging stations, and daylight harvesting. The 104,000 
sq. ft. evolv1 is the newest of four Cora Group buildings at David Johnston Research + Technology Park, three of 
them LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certified.

Visit evolvGREEN, EY, and TextNow, and take in an expert talk for this year’s Doors Open Water theme:

evolvGREEN
www.sustainablewaterlooregion.ca/join-a-program/evolvgreen
www.coragroup.com/tag/evolvgreen

A leading collaborative workspace for entrepreneurs, researchers, and industry 
leaders, evolvGREEN is appropriately located in Canada's first net-positive energy, 
zero carbon, multi-tenant commercial building. evolvGREEN is a partnership: 
Sustainable Waterloo Region, the University of Waterloo, Wilfrid Laurier University, 
and the Accelerator Centre, together creating pioneering sustainability programs, 
cutting-edge research, and innovations driving the clean economy.

TextNow
www.textnow.com  @TextNow

TextNow's state-of-the-art office space reflects its dedication to showcasing a 
new way forward in the telecommunications market, free from the old ways 
of doing things. During Doors Open, let them show off their open spaces, 
collaboration hub, and beautiful natural light inside the most ecologically 
advanced building in Canada. Also, they have a bar…probably should have 
led with that…

EY
www.ey.com/ca  @EYCanada

The new EY (Ernst & Young) Waterloo office at evolv1 embraces the 
transformative EY@Work workplace, enabling people to team up flexibly, in 
an open, energizing, efficient environment with abundant natural light. The 
right technologies allow EY’s people to work fluidly, in and out of the office. 
Casual spaces encourage collaboration for quick meetings. A telepresence 
room connects people anywhere, anytime. There are just-in-time spaces for 
private conversations. Sit-to-stand desks provide ergonomic support.

evolv1
420 Wes Graham Way, Waterloo
www.coragroup.com  @thecoragroup
built 2017-2018; design: The Cora Group and Stantec, Waterloo

Mennonite Economic Development Associates (MEDA)
595 Parkside Dr., Suite 2, Waterloo
www.meda.org  @medadotorg
built 2013, renovated 2018; design: NEO Architecture Inc., Kitchener

Learn what it takes to help tackle global poverty: tour MEDA’s international 
headquarters, explore its mission to create business solutions to poverty, and 
see how its new offices reflect environmental sustainability, entrepreneurship, 
and innovation. Long-lifecycle, movable walls were used throughout. Water was 
another focus: our region has hard water, and MEDA’s scale-reducing system uses 
no power, wastes no water. Guided tours from 1 to 3 p.m. will highlight design 

and technologies that foster creativity, collaboration, and community, interweaving stories about work in countries 
like Ethiopia, Myanmar, and Nicaragua. When guided tours aren’t running, staff will host visitors open-house style.

12:30 p.m. PANEL  seating for 30; open seating
Gender equality & environmental sustainability in international economic development

MEDA takes a multi-disciplinary approach to its work around the world, integrating gender equality and climate  
change initiatives in all programming, so that its poverty alleviation work is equitable and ecologically sustainable.  
Learn more about MEDA’s work through a dialogue with this panel of climate change and gender experts.

Site Listings Legend
Free parking in an  
adjacent parking lot

Fully 
Accessible

Partially 
Accessible Washrooms Guided 

Tours Talk Hands On Green 
BuildingWalk

Special 
Event

Water Ceremony for the Grand River
7:30 a.m. – 9 a.m.
Gather at the Walter Bean Grand River Trail
M.R. Good Family Trailway access point
650 Otterbein Rd., Kitchener (approach from Ottawa St. N.)

Water 
Theme Site

The Water Ceremony opens Doors Open.
For Water Ceremony etiquette, please read this entire site listing:

•  Please arrive on time
•  Please leave dogs and other animals at home
•  The Water Ceremony begins with a smudge in which all are invited to participate
•  Women lead the Ceremony, and are asked to wear skirts to honour its protocol
•  Rain or shine; sturdy footwear recommended
•  You are invited to bring a chair to be comfortable as we enjoy the Spirit of the Water

All Nations are invited to the edge of the Grand River to participate in honouring the Spirit of the Water. This 
traditional Anishnaabe ceremony is practised as a way to stay connected to the Spirit of the Water, to pray for 
her, to sing to her, and to feed her. As with the recent Water Walks along the full length of the Grand River, we 
are asking others to help us re-connect to Creation and to Nibi (water).

*  If you have any of the following ceremonial elements, please bring: tobacco, a drum, a shaker.  
We can provide tobacco to those who don’t have it.

The University of Waterloo Faculty of Environment turns 50 in 2019, focused on the future, and mobilizing a 
generation of sustainability leaders, with new spaces at evolv1 for graduate courses in the Master of Climate Change 
and Master of Economic Development and Innovation programs, the faculty’s Economic Development Program, and  
partner research centres: Waterloo Institute for Sustainable Energy, and the Interdisciplinary Centre on Climate Change.

10:15 a.m. INTRODUCTION
Why “Water” is both the question and the answer to future challenges

Bernadette Conant, Canadian Water Network (CWN) CEO, will engage you with the Doors Open 2019 theme 
by offering a framework and broad perspective on all things water. CWN connects researchers, organizations, 
governments, industries, and communities to make informed water decisions, together.

10:30 & 11:30 a.m. TALK  seating for 50; open seating
Weather gone wild: What can we do to limit home and community-level flood risk?

Flood risk is increasing in our communities along with extreme weather events. But homeowners can protect 
themselves in practical, effective ways, and communities can mitigate risks arising from flooding. In both cases 
we need to prepare in advance, rather than wait for emergencies. || Dr. Blair Feltmate, head of the Intact 
Centre on Climate Adaptation in the Faculty of Environment, University of Waterloo, speaks to governments and 
industries on the need and means to adjust to a changing climate. A member of the University’s Water Institute, 
the Interdisciplinary Centre on Climate Change at evolv1, and the Global Risk Institute advisory board, he also 
chairs the Government of Canada Expert Panel on Climate Adaptation and Resilience Results.

1 & 2 p.m. TALK  seating for 35; open seating
What is a culture of sustainability? Co-creating change for a better future

Extreme floods, droughts, and storms leave little doubt: human-caused climate change is real, and a significant 
risk for our future. Access to technology is not an issue in addressing this crisis. What’s missing is a culture of 
sustainability, to engage people in changing their homes, organizations, and communities. But what is it? How 
can we develop it? Looking for answers, researchers at evolvGREEN turned evolv1 into a living lab, in partnership 
with its occupants. In this talk, Dr. Riemer will share insights from his research, grounded in psychology, and 
system and design thinking. || Dr. Manuel Riemer is a community psychology and sustainability science professor 
at Wilfrid Laurier University, Director of the Viessmann Centre for Engagement and Research in Sustainability, and 
a co-principal of Sustainable Societies Consulting Group. He uses community-engaged research, and psychological 
theories, principles, and tools, to address sustainability issues, including climate change mitigation and resiliency, 
and promoting a culture of engagement and sustainability in organizations and communities.

Ctrl V
170 Columbia St. W. #5, Waterloo
www.ctrlv.ca  @ctrlvcanada

During Doors Open, drop in for a free virtual reality session in one of 
the VR bays at Ctrl V, North America’s first virtual reality arcade. Ask the 
experts about the technology and equipment that makes it all happen. 
At Ctrl V they love virtual reality and immersive technology. With so 

many experiences available, VR is for everyone. Ctrl V wants people to experience how amazing virtual reality is in 
a safe, fun, exciting environment. It’s a perfect venue for birthdays, groups, corporate events, field trips, and more!



Centre for Cold Regions and Water Science at Wilfrid Laurier 
University
65 Lodge St., Waterloo
www.wlu.ca/research/water
built 2015; design: Parkin Architects Ltd., Toronto

Walking the 100-Year Floodline: Waterloo

Guided walk: 10 a.m.
Walk 90-120 min. Rain or shine. Sturdy footwear recommended.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Bridgeport
544 Bridgeport Rd. E., Kitchener
www.stpaulsbridgeport.weebly.com
built 1956; design: Barnett and Rieder, Kitchener

Kaufman Footwear Lobby and Office, at Kaufman Lofts
404 King St. W., Kitchener
Enter at corner of King Street and Francis Street
NO Doors Open parking in the lot at Kaufman Lofts
built 1908, 1911, 1920, 1925, renovated 2005-2006; design: Albert Kahn, 
Detroit (1908-1925), Quadrangle Architects, Toronto (2005-2006)

University of Waterloo School of Pharmacy
10-A Victoria St. S., Kitchener
www.pharmacy.uwaterloo.ca  @UWPharmacy
Free Doors Open Parking: UW Lot 3 (enter from Joseph St.)
built 2009; design: Siamak Hariri, Hariri Pontarini Architects, 
Toronto

McMaster University Michael G. DeGroote School of Medicine
10-B Victoria St. S., Kitchener
https://mdprogram.mcmaster.ca/campus/waterloo-regional-campus
Free Doors Open Parking: UW Lot 3 (enter from Joseph St.)
built 2009; design: Siamak Hariri, Hariri Pontarini Architects, 
Toronto

Terminal
Floors 11 and 12, 305 King St. W., Kitchener
www.terminal.io/locations/kitchener-waterloo  @jointerminal
built 1964, renovated 2018; design: Webb Zerafa Menkes 
Housden, Toronto (1964), Dfy Studio, Kitchener (2018)

The Communitech Hub
151 Charles St. W., Suite 100, Kitchener
www.communitech.ca  @Communitech
built 1896-1956, renovations 2008-2010, 2011-2012, 2015-
2016; design: C.E. Cowan, Kitchener (1896); RAW design, 
Toronto (2008-2010, 2011-2012)

Home to the Laurier – Government of Northwest Territories 
Partnership, the Centre (CCRWS) is at the forefront of research into 
some of the most pressing and challenging issues facing water in 

the natural environment, with an added focus on northern and cold-climate locations. The award winning 
building incorporates light-filled, energy efficient, environmentally sustainable design. Research conducted 
here includes water resource studies ranging from the Grand River Watershed to Canada’s Arctic. The labs 
and state-of-the-art analytical equipment are used to assess climate change and forest fire impacts, to 
conduct aquatic environment studies, and to study emerging contaminants, among other pressing issues. 
Guided tours will include research labs and the rooftop greenhouse. Interactive hands-on science activities 
will be available for younger visitors.

Gather at The Grist Mill, Silver Lake, Waterloo Park at Caroline St. N.
The walk will pause halfway at a Waterloo resident's home for tea, 
snacks, and a discussion of the flood adaptation measures adopted in 
their recent renovation project.

"100 year flood" is a term used by conservation authorities to define a major, catastrophic flood event that 
peaks at a certain elevation. The urban cores of Waterloo Region have 100 year floodlines, affecting thousands 
of properties, and few of us are aware of their extent. Our current climate emergency means 100 year floods are 
happening more often, but we can take mitigating measures to adapt. A great first step is awareness of who 
will be affected, and how. Join Graham Whiting for a 90-120 minute walk through Waterloo's core during which 
you will literally trace the 100 year floodline, in sidewalk chalk, and discuss the implications, opportunities, and 
fears of water moving over land in our cities. || Graham Whiting is an architect, father, and Kitchener-Waterloo 
resident since 1989. He has specialized in green building, with extensive experience in retrofitting existing 
buildings – especially homes – for energy efficiency, resilience, flood adaptation and off-grid self reliance. His 
current explorations include permaculture and design for the regeneration of natural systems.

*  An additional floodline walk will take place in Kitchener. See site 15.

This simple, modernist church building, soon to be demolished to make 
room for redevelopment, is the work of one of Waterloo Region’s most 
prolific and noteworthy postwar architects, Carl Rieder. The St. Paul’s 
congregation celebrates 158 years in 2019, and will be continuing 

on this site, but this is one of the last chances to see the 1956 building. Inside, it is particularly unchanged, 
and exemplary of its period in design, with many of the hallmarks of Rieder’s church designs. The building is in 
excellent condition, and this is a great opportunity to experience a largely unaltered mid-century interior.

This is a rare opportunity to step through the impressive main entrance of 
the Kaufman Footwear factory, now Kaufman Lofts, and visit the lobby and 
former executive office. Both retain original decorative plaster ceilings, pendant 
lighting, woodwork, stone trim, flooring, and other original fixtures including 
a green stone fireplace. Leading industrial architect Albert Kahn designed 
factories of reinforced concrete that were at the forefront of a revolution in 
building technology, increasing window area, fireproofing, and open floor space; 
prefiguring modern architecture. This is one of two Kahn designs in our region, 
with only a few more in Canada.

Architectural Conservancy Ontario North Waterloo Region Branch volunteers will be on hand to share 
information about the Kaufman building, Albert Kahn, and conserving our local built heritage.

Distinctive for its colourful curtain wall featuring images of medicinal 
plants, the School of Pharmacy represents a unique investment in 

downtown renewal. The building optimizes natural light and uses organic materials such as wood, copper, and 
stone to create a welcoming environment for students, staff, and the community. The award-winning building 
is a striking architectural landmark in Kitchener, built early in the recent transformation of the King and Victoria 
neighbourhood. Visitors will tour a variety of labs and classrooms, and learn about the expanding role of 
pharmacists in the Canadian health care system.

In the heart of Kitchener’s Innovation District, the School of Medicine 
stands side-by-side with its contemporary, the University of Waterloo 

School of Pharmacy (also participating in Doors Open). Both are by the same architect but very different 
in design, with a welcoming, landscaped public space in between. Tour the McMaster campus, including a 
clinical skills laboratory with four observation rooms, classrooms with video-conferencing capabilities, and a 
state-of-the-art anatomy lab built in 2013 with a high definition video system.

Access by guided tour only. Visitors will enjoy views of the 
changing Kitchener skyline as they tour Terminal’s penthouse suite, 
renovated to a design by Dfy Studio, specialists in tech industry 

interiors, with murals incorporating local heritage by Stephanie Scott. Terminal was founded in 2017 as a way 
for forward-thinking tech companies to scale their businesses and avoid the war for talent by building remote 
teams of skilled engineers around the world, backed by Lightspeed Venture Partners, Kleiner Perkins, Thiel 
Capital, Atomic, and others.

Built for Waterloo Trust and Savings Co. (later Canada Trust), 305 King was described in 1964 as Kitchener’s 
first office tower and tallest building. WZMH Architects designed skyscrapers including Toronto’s CN Tower and 
Scotia Plaza. This building shows the influence of the International Style, prominent after the Second World War. 
The interior retains elements of its original elegance, including a travertine lobby, and brushed steel elevators 
and trim. Outside, the four glass-clad concrete elevations create a prismatic profile on the skyline. Characteristic 
of the style, a plaza sets 305 King back from the street.

Access by guided tour only. The Communitech Hub is a clubhouse 
for the Waterloo Region tech ecosystem, and the home base for 

Communitech, celebrating 22 years in 2019. Dedicated to world-leading collaboration and innovation, its unique 
model brings together key technology players under one roof, from early stage companies to large multinationals, 
government agencies, academic institutions, and rapidly growing firms. Having undergone two expansions since 
opening in 2010, the Hub now occupies 80,000 sq. ft. in Kitchener’s historic Lang Tannery complex.
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Holy Transfiguration Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church
131 Victoria St. S., Kitchener
www.holytransfigurationkw.com  @UCC_Kitchener
built 1926

North Inc.
27 Gaukel St., Kitchener
www.bynorth.com  @focalsbynorth
built c.1920, renovated 2018; design: Edge Architects and 
Dfy Studio (2018)

Walking the 100-Year Floodline: Kitchener

Guided walk: 2 p.m.
Walk 90-120 min. Rain or shine. Sturdy footwear recommended.

Reep House for Sustainable Living
20 Mill St., Kitchener
www.reepgreen.ca  @REEPGreen
built 1905, renovated 2010; design: Graham Whiting, Waterloo (2010)

Polocorp (former J.M. Schneider home)
379 Queen St. S., Kitchener  
www.polocorpinc.com
built 1878, addition 2001; design: Robert J. Dyck (2001)

Step into this unique heritage treasure. Built by a fledgling Ukrainian 
immigrant community, it has been a spiritual and cultural home to 
generations of Ukrainian-Canadians. The interior is appointed in 

traditional Byzantine style, with an abundance of outstanding, jewel-coloured and gilded iconography painted by 
master iconographers on the walls, ceiling, and ornate carved wood iconostasis (icon wall). Other highlights include a 
magnificent brass chandelier from Greece. During an afternoon talk, explore Holy Transfiguration’s artwork in depth:

2 p.m. TALK  open seating
Iconography: Windows into heaven

A very popular talk when it was offered during Doors Open in 2017. Discover the rich meaning behind the 
ancient medium of Byzantine iconography – often termed “theology in colour” – using as illustration the 
iconography painted on the walls, ceiling, and beautiful iconostasis of Holy Transfiguration Church. ||  
Fr. Myroslaw Tataryn is a theologian, and Professor Emeritus in the Department of Religious Studies,  
St. Jerome’s University, Waterloo.

Join North for an exclusive look into their head office in downtown 
Kitchener, complete with information stations, product demos, and 

more! North, formerly Thalmic Labs, builds products that change the way we see and engage with our world. 
Focals, its latest product, are custom-built smart glasses with a display only the wearer can see. North is located 
in the former Schreiter’s Furniture flagship store. Come and learn how this heritage building flourished in 
Kitchener’s manufacturing district, and today is reimagined and cared for by the tech industry.

Gather near the bandshell on Roos Island, in Victoria Park. The walk 
will pause halfway at Reep House on Mill Street (see site 16) to see 
and discuss the flood adaptation measures taken in the retrofit of 
this groundbreaking demonstration home.

"100 year flood" is a term used by conservation authorities to define a major, catastrophic flood event that 
peaks at a certain elevation. The urban cores of Waterloo Region have 100 year floodlines, affecting thousands 
of properties, and few of us are aware of their extent. Our current climate emergency means 100 year floods are 
happening more often, but we can take mitigating measures to adapt. A great first step is awareness of who 
will be affected, and how. Join Graham Whiting for a 90-120 minute walk through Kitchener’s core during which 
you will literally trace the 100 year floodline, in sidewalk chalk, and discuss the implications, opportunities, and 
fears of water moving over land in our cities. || Graham Whiting is an architect, father, and Kitchener-Waterloo 
resident since 1989. He has specialized in green building, with extensive experience in retrofitting existing 
buildings – especially homes – for energy efficiency, resilience, flood adaptation and off-grid self reliance. His 
current explorations include permaculture and design for the regeneration of natural systems.

*  An additional floodline walk will take place in Waterloo. See site 6.

This demonstration home was among the first residential retrofits 
certified Platinum by the LEED Canada for Homes (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design) program. Environmental charity Reep Green 
Solutions, celebrating its 20th anniversary in 2019, renovated and 

maintains Reep House to inspire action at your home by showcasing sustainable home technology such as solar 
power, a grey water system, geothermal heating, storm water management, and insulation options. Deep retrofits 
at Reep House have reduced energy consumption for space heating and water heating by 86%, have reduced 
costs by 85%, and have cut carbon emissions by 54%. Staff, volunteers, and displays will help and inform visitors.

Originally known as Buena Vista, this large two-storey red brick 
Italianate style residence was “modernized” with Queen Anne 
features around 1900. Built for insurance broker J.M. Staebler, and 
subsequently acquired by the J.M. Schneider family, the home and 

original coach house contain much of the original woodwork, leaded and stained glass, decorative plasterwork, 
and an elaborate fireplace and mirrored mantelpiece.
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Waterloo County Gaol and Governor’s House
73-77 Queen St. N., Kitchener
www.preventingcrime.ca  @PreventingCrime
built 1852-1853 (Gaol), 1878 (GH); design: Mellish and Russell, 
Brantford (Gaol), D.W. Gingerich, Waterloo (GH)

At the oldest Waterloo County buildings in existence, your hosts are 
the Friends of the Governor’s House and Gaol, and the Waterloo 
Region Crime Prevention Council (WRCPC). The buildings are Doors 

Open favourites, participating together nearly every year in the 17 years of the event. When both sites sat 
vacant, community action saved them from an uncertain fate. The exteriors are heritage designated and the 
interiors have been adaptively reused. The massive granite Gaol houses Provincial Offences courtrooms, and the 
stately Victorian Governor’s House (jail warden’s home) is home to the WRCPC. The Governor’s House is now 
a place where planning and community initiatives focus on crime prevention and restorative justice. Outside, 
the newly enhanced Waterloo County Gaol Gardens offer a peaceful retreat. Visitors can explore this site with a 
scavenger hunt, with prizes for the winners!
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50 Kent
50 Kent Ave., Kitchener
www.mcco.ca  @mccorg
built 2014; design: SRM Architects

50 Kent, as it’s known, is home to organizations sharing the values 
of peace, community, and generosity, including Mennonite Central 
Committee, the Thrift on Kent store, Kindred Credit Union, and others. 
Guided tours will stop at the big, onsite donation sorting facility, the 

beautiful second floor, and the 774 panel, 200 kW solar energy array covering the entire rooftop. Environmental 
sustainability was built into the entire design: construction materials, plumbing, electrical systems, insulation, 
HVAC, cladding, glazing, and transportation. Rain is collected from the roof in a 45,000 litre cistern for grey 
water and sanitary systems; when rainfall levels are normal, water use for the entire building equals that of the 
average family of four.

Do you want to conserve water? Visit the Region of Waterloo’s Water Efficiency booth at 50 Kent during Doors 
Open. Grab a shower timer, or a test kit to check for toilet leaks. The team has programs and information to help 
you reduce water consumption and reduce water bills. Let’s talk about how to use water wisely!
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Beth Jacob Synagogue
161 Stirling Ave. S., Kitchener
www.bethjacobkw.ca
built 1962; design: Joseph B. Singer, Hamilton

OPEN only at 2, 3, and 4 p.m. for 30 min. guided session
Doors open 10 minutes prior to each session
Doors close when session begins
NO late arrivals, please

Etiquette in the sanctuary – what you need to know:
• Males are asked to wear hats, or the kippot supplied by Beth Jacob
• All are asked to wear clothing appropriate to a place of prayer
•  Please refrain from photography and using any electronic devices, as Doors Open falls on the Sabbath

Beth Jacob is a Modern Orthodox Jewish congregation founded in 1908. Its synagogue, the only one of its kind 
in Waterloo Region, reflects, demonstrates, and respects Biblical design features of Moses’ Tabernacle in the 
wilderness, and the later First and Second Temples of Jerusalem. The sanctuary features excellent acoustics, 
requisite religious items, beautiful stained glass windows, and distinctive modern architecture by eminent 
Jewish Canadian architect Joe Singer.
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Using too much water?
Our free WET Program can help you understand 

your water bills and how to use less.
Do you qualify for a home visit from one of our water experts? We can help check your home for 

leaks and sources of high water use. Learn how you can conserve water and lower your bills.

Apply online at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/conservation, or call Reep Green Solutions at 519-744-9799 ext. 1.
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www.regionofwaterloo.ca/museums
TTY: 519-575-4608

Ken Seiling Waterloo Region Museum 
Doon Heritage Village

10 Huron Road, Kitchener 
519-748-1914

Schneider Haus 
National Historic Site

466 Queen Street South, Kitchener 
519-742-7752

McDougall Cottage
Historic Site

89 Grand Avenue South, Cambridge 
519-624-8250
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Play. Learn.
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digital access today
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Greenbrook Water Treatment Plant
20 Greenbrook Drive, Kitchener
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/water-and-wastewater.aspx
Stirling Ave. closed from Highland Rd. to Homer Watson Blvd.
Approach via Westmount Rd. / Greenbrook Dr., or Homer Watson Blvd.
built 1930, 1960, 1990, 2010

Articus Productions at LOT42
41 Ardelt Pl., Kitchener
www.articusproductions.com  @articusproductions
built 1955; design: attributed to Barnett and Rieder, Kitchener

Access by guided tour only. Go behind the scenes at Greenbrook! 
Tour the pump room and water treatment area, and learn how water 

in aquifers deep underground – the source of Waterloo Region’s water – gets to your kitchen tap. Outdoors 
(weather permitting), find out all about groundwater and supply wells. Public water service in Berlin/Kitchener 
began 130 years ago, when the first pump house on this site drew from a pond that had once powered a 
sawmill. It soon became Berlin’s first public utility when the town acquired the facility. Wells replaced the 
surface water in 1899. Today Greenbrook is a pump house and former engine house joined to water treatment 
and filtration wings. The 1930 yellow-brick industrial façade, with its hint of Romanesque Revival, was respected 
by sympathetic, modern additions. Ample green space and mature trees, along with the building’s low profile, 
create an excellent landscape. The building was heritage designated in 1998.

Region of Waterloo Archives will be on hand with a display of photographs and other records related to the 
history of local water services.

OPEN only 10:30-11:30 a.m.; 1:30-2:30 p.m.; 3:30-4:30 p.m.
See the aerialists of Articus Productions training and rehearsing

Articus Productions inspires students and audiences to push 
boundaries through its aerial classes for kids, youth, and adults, 

and through its innovative original shows. Articus is a performance company that fuses aerial circus artistry 
with theatre to surprise, delight, and empower its audiences. They run their hub for training and creation at the 
LOT42 “global flex campus” and event venue, inside the 40,000 sq. ft. main building, an industrial landmark 
built in 1955 by Rudolf Ardelt to house Ardelt Industries. See the soaring industrial spaces inside LOT42, see an 
amazing show of strength and skill, and find out how you can give it a whirl yourself!
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OTTO Motors
1425 Strasburg Rd., Suite 2A, Kitchener
www.ottomotors.com  @OTTOMotors

Carmel New Church and School
40 Chapel Hill Dr., Kitchener
www.carmelnewchurch.org  @CarmelNewChurchKitchener
built 1962, 2002; design: John Lingwood, Kitchener (1962)

At Riverbluffs Park Boathouse:
Ancient Mariners Canoe Club & Cambridge Rowing Club
Riverbluffs Park, 251 George St. N., Cambridge
www.cambridgerowingclub.on.ca
built 2001, 2006

River Walk
Grand River, Galt, Cambridge
www.ideaexchange.org/art/exhibition/common-waters
2 p.m. community-guided walk along a crowd-sourced route

Trinity Anglican Church
12 Blair Rd., Cambridge
www.trinityanglican.on.ca
built 1844, 1885; design: R.C. Windeyer (1885)

Waterloo Pioneers Memorial Tower
South end of 300 Lookout Lane, Kitchener
www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/on/woodside/culture/waterloo/info
built 1926, restored 1997-2002; design: William Langton, Toronto

Access by guided tour only. OTTO Motors, a division of Clearpath 
Inc., designs, manufactures, and operates self-driving vehicles to 
automate material movement inside busy factories and warehouses. 
Using self-driving technology much like the Google Car, the easy-
to-use OTTO vehicles move inventory in a safe and flexible manner 

throughout the indoor supply chain. Customers include Fortune 100 brands like General Electric, John Deere, 
and Toyota. Stop by our office for a tour and see where our self-driving vehicles are tested, watch live demos, 
and talk with our team. Our products are transforming how the world’s largest companies work and we won’t 
stop until human driving becomes obsolete. Come and find out how you can be part of the OTTO Motors team!

Arguably the crowning achievement of John Lingwood, one of 
Ontario’s more imaginative mid-twentieth century architects, this 
church and its original school wing exhibit his dedication to fine 
materials and unconventional forms. Symbolic geometries and 

their meaning in Swedenborgian traditions are expressed in three dimensions. Fieldstone, horizontal ribbons 
of windows, and an abstract, wood-shingled roof that looks like origami, all create a one-of-a-kind building, 
verging on sculpture. Inside, the wood, stone, white terrazzo, and dramatic angles produce subtle effects of light, 
colour, and sound. The 1962 school wing ties in beautifully with the church. The congregation purchased the 
original property from a church member and built a community where families could live near church and school. 
The immediate area remains primarily a New Church community; many students live within walking distance of 
the school. Musical performances during Doors Open – check www.carmelnewchurch.org for details.

These two clubs will show visitors how almost anyone can enjoy local 
waterways with just a small boat and a paddle or some oars.

Do you have a canoe, a kayak, a rowboat? Bring your people-powered watercraft, plus a life jacket for each 
person, to the public boat launch on the Grand River, and set out to celebrate a day on the water.

Stop in for tours of the big boathouse full of racing scull boats and canoes, and for these demonstrations:
11:00 a.m. Rowing demo on the river
1:30 p.m. Canoe demo on the river
2:30 p.m. Water safety demo (by Canadian Power Squadron)

Ancient Mariners Canoe Club and Cambridge Rowing Club are separate clubs at the boathouse, on beautiful, 
tree-shaded grounds beside the Grand River. It is the centre of activity for regular canoe trips and rowing on 
the Grand and other local rivers, for rowing races and “adventure” canoe excursions at other locations, and for 
hikes in winter. The boathouse will be open for guided tours, with information about club activities and how 
you can join. Cambridge Pollinator Preserve, next to the boathouse, celebrates 10 years in 2019. A former dog 
run was revitalized into this pesticide-free, pollinator-friendly habitat. Hosts will share information about the 
Preserve, where there are paths to wander, displays to read, and the lovely river setting to enjoy.

Meet at Idea Exchange, Queen’s Square Gallery (1 North Square).
Rain or shine. Sturdy footwear recommended. Water refill station at 
the gallery – bring your own container.

See the Body of Waters exhibition at Cambridge Art Galleries, Queen’s Square Gallery and then join in this 
interactive walk along the Grand River to share and learn different facts and memories about the river. Do you 
have interesting Grand River information or a story to share? A sign-up sheet will be available at the Design at 
Riverside Gallery. This is the final event of Common Waters (www.common-waters.com), a community project 
examining our relationship with water, and a platform to discuss some of the most pressing issues of our time. 
Common Waters explores diverse artistic, scientific, cultural, and personal perspectives through curated art 
installations, workshops, discussions, gatherings, and excursions. It is a partnership between BRIDGE Centre for 
Architecture + Design and Cambridge Art Galleries, Idea Exchange.

Common Waters is at Cambridge Art Galleries, at Design at Riverside Gallery (7 Melville St.), and at BRIDGE 
Centre for Architecture + Design (37 Main St.), through September 15. The Body of Waters exhibition brings 
together artists Barry Ace, Erika DeFreitas, Lindsay Dobbin, Merritt Johnson, Anne Riley, and Bear Witness to 
consider the many ways water shapes, and is shaped by, human life. At Cambridge Art Galleries through October 12.

Trinity, celebrating 175 years in 2019, is Galt’s oldest church 
building and the oldest stone church in Waterloo Region. This 
beautiful, simple Gothic Revival building is set in a traditional 

churchyard surrounded by a cobblestone fence with a lych-gate of 1909. Inside, the exposed-timber roof has 
heavy trusses decorated with ornate fretwork. Also see beautiful stained glass windows, vintage wood trim, and 
carved chancel woodwork by Waterloo’s Globe Furniture Company. The 1840s bell is still in use. The porch, and 
tower with original staircase and tin ceiling, were added in 1885.

Visitors will be allowed rare access to the observation deck of this well-
built, picturesque tower that commemorates the arrival of Pennsylvania-
German settlers to Waterloo Region c.1800. Its random-coursed fieldstone 
construction, tapered "Swiss" copper roof, and Conestoga wagon 
weathervane reflect the origin and farming lifestyle of these early settlers.  

Its ironwork, classical portico, and handsome cornice contribute to the overall design. The tower was built, in part, as a  
goodwill response to anti-German sentiment that had affected local German-Canadians during the First World War.
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Young Chapel is a beautifully preserved, infrequently opened, serene 
retreat in an idyllic hillside setting close to downtown. Its stained 
glass was recently restored, and its exposed-timber roof, hammer-
beam trusses, chandeliers, bracket lights, woodwork, furniture, 
basement vault, two-floor casket hoist, and Young family crypt are 
all original. The immaculate neo-Gothic exterior features superb 
stonemasonry, original lighting and oak doors, and a slate roof. Built 
in memory of James Young, as a gift to the city, by his wife and sister. 
Young was a journalist, politician, businessman and MP in Canada’s 

first parliament (1867). The Mausoleum, also rarely opened, is one of the large community mausoleums built 
by the International Mausoleum Co. between 1910 and 1940. The stone-clad exterior has an arched entrance 
flanked by pilasters, and projecting scuppers to drain the roof. Inside are 360 crypts. Walls, trim, and floors are 
finished in highly polished marble. The barrel-vaulted central hall has a family crypt room with a bronze gate. 
The seven lovely, original stained glass windows are still in place.

Young Chapel and Heritage Mausoleum, Mount View Cemetery
80 Blenheim Rd., Cambridge
www.cambridge.ca/en/parks-recreation-culture/Cemeteries.aspx
built 1928-1929 (chapel), c.1920 (mausoleum); design: G.R. 
Gouinlock, Toronto (chapel)
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Central Presbyterian Church
7 Queen's Square, Cambridge
www.centralchurchcambridge.ca  @CentralChurchCa
built 1880-1882; design: John Hall Jr., Guelph, with W.H. Mallory

Knox's Galt Presbyterian Church
Queen's Square, 2 Grand Ave. S., Cambridge
built 1869; design: James A. Smith, Toronto

Galt Carnegie Library Building
34 Water St. N., Cambridge
www.pcisred.com
built 1903; design: F.W. Mellish, Galt

Rare tours of the bell tower will be offered for Doors Open at this striking 
granite-and-limestone Gothic Revival church with its patterned slate roof. 
Central’s elegant beauty and picturesque location beside the Grand River 
make it one of Waterloo Region’s great church buildings, and immediately 
recognizable. The tower with its 184-foot spire contains ten memorial bells, 
chimed weekly from a stand of wooden handles connected to rods and chains in 
the steeple. The church has a large seating capacity, a beautiful curving gallery 
of 1889, stained glass windows from the 19th and 20th centuries, and a 1928 
Casavant organ with over 2,000 pipes.

Knox’s Galt celebrates 150 years in this grand Gothic Revival 
church, and also 175 years as a congregation. This is one of the larger 
church buildings in Waterloo Region, and is also among the oldest. It 
displays skillfully executed stonemasonry in limestone and quarry-
faced grey granite, with excellent proportions, a six-storey tower with 
an 1830s bell, a slate roof, large pointed-arch windows with tracery, 
and two of the region’s very few architectural grotesques: enigmatic 

carved stone faces at the main entrance. Inside, a deep gallery with an intricate metalwork railing runs the width 
of the vast nave. Elegant arch braces bearing delicate ornament support the high, shallow-pitched ceiling. Ten 
stained glass windows were added in 1938 when the side galleries were removed.

A library until 1969, this is perhaps the most impressive of 
Waterloo Region’s seven surviving Carnegie-endowed library 
buildings. Your hosts are Pinnacle Consultants Inc., specializing in 
the Government of Canada’s Scientific Research and Experimental 

Development program, and Pinnacle Capital Inc., a private investment firm. Outside, Edwardian red brick sets 
off the monumental, finely detailed two-and-a-half-storey stone Beaux Arts entrance portico, Ionic columns, 
corbels, dentils, palmettes, and other ornament. A frieze and decorative cornice wrap the entire building. Built 
to the edge of the Grand River, even the river elevation is well designed. Inside, Pinnacle has undertaken 
an adaptive re-use of both floors, while conserving many original elements. Ceiling plasterwork, columns, 
and pilasters are particularly intricate. The wood trim and broad, heavily-built staircase have been restored. 
Leaded and stained glass remains in place.
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Reids Chocolate Factory
39 Elgin St. S., Cambridge
www.reidchocolates.com  @reidschocolate

Behind the new Reids retail shop on Elgin Street, tour the 
production facility where the chocolates are made, the latest 
development in a 70-year family tradition of Reid Candy & Nut 
Shop in Cambridge. Learn about the steps and techniques, start-to-
finish, from the people who make the treats! Owned and operated 

by brother and sister team Ted Drew-Smith and Carrie Peart, Reids continues to innovate and improve in all 
levels of the operation. In addition to this new factory and shop, Reids maintains its flagship store on Ainslie 
Street, Cambridge, and a new retail store at the Old Quebec Street Shoppes, Guelph.
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Grand River Conservation Authority Headquarters
400 Clyde Rd., Cambridge
www.grandriver.ca  @grandriverca
built 1973; design: Horton and Ball, Kitchener

Get a close-up look at a working dam, visit the flood control centre, 
and see displays explaining the many responsibilities of the Grand 
River Conservation Authority (GRCA). For almost 90 years, the GRCA 
has managed the water resources of an area that is home to almost 

one million people, working with local communities to reduce flood damage, providing access to outdoor 
spaces, sharing information about the natural environment, and making the Grand River watershed more 
resilient to climate change. For the 2019 Water theme, the GRCA will host an illustrated talk, recounting the 
history of waterpower along the Grand and its tributaries:

11 a.m. TALK  seating for 100; open seating
First we build a mill: How waterpower settled the settlers

The Grand, the Conestogo, the Nith, the Speed. Two centuries ago, settlers harnessed local rivers and creeks, 
creating millponds and millraces to power the first local industries. Sawmills, flour mills, textile mills…all the big 
machinery moved to the flow of water through waterwheels and turbines. This legacy is visible today, from lakes 
that were once millponds in our city parks, to the waterside mill buildings, mill ruins, and mill races in our towns, 
to the longest-running business in our region. In this illustrated talk, Warren Stauch will guide you through the 
story of how waterpower started the wheels turning in Waterloo Region. || Warren Stauch is a local historian, 
prolific writer, expert lecturer, tour guide, heritage advocate, former geography teacher, and tireless volunteer, 
which has earned him numerous awards, including the Grand River Conservation Authority Watershed Award, 
the Lieutenant Governor’s Ontario Heritage Award, and the Ontario Museum Association Volunteer Service 
Award of Excellence. Warren has volunteered at Doors Open sites beginning in the early years of the event.
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Black Bridge and Heritage Bridges in Waterloo Region
at Black Bridge Rd. and the Speed River, Hespeler
built c.1916

Single-lane bridge – do not walk onto, obstruct, or stop on bridge
Park at Black Bridge Canoe Launch, west end of bridge
Do not block water access at canoe launch
If canoe launch is full, park safely along Black Bridge Road,  
west side of bridge

Talks at 10 & 11 a.m. Rain or shine.

Gather at the west end of heritage designated Black Bridge, for a guided info session about this and other 
significant bridges in our region. Black Bridge is a single-lane steel Pratt through-truss bridge spanning a 
lovely stretch of the Speed River. Its type dates to the mid-1800s, and was once common, but is becoming 
rare. Restored in 1996, Black Bridge has stood for more than a century, and will continue into the future – as a 
pedestrian and cycling bridge. For motor vehicles, it will soon be replaced by another crossing nearby, while it 
remains as a beautiful and protected piece of our built heritage. || Lindsay Benjamin, lead author of Arch, Truss 
and Beam: The Grand River Watershed Heritage Bridge Inventory, currently works as a Heritage Project Manager 
at ARA – the oldest and one of the few full-service archaeological and heritage consulting firms in Ontario. She 
is practiced in conservation planning for cultural heritage resources, districts, and landscapes, and is a researcher 
and author of hundreds of individual statements of significance for built heritage assets. Formerly, as a Cultural 
Heritage Planer at the Region of Waterloo, Lindsay’s portfolio included Doors Open Waterloo Region planning.
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Four Fathers Brewing
125 Guelph Ave., Cambridge
www.fourfathersbrewing.ca  @4fathersbrewing
built c.1919, 1962, later additions

Fashion History Museum
74 Queen St. E., Cambridge
www.fashionhistorymuseum.com  @FashionHistoryM
built 1928, addition 1973; design: T.W. Fuller, Chief Architect, 
Dept. of Public Works

Dayalbagh Radhasoami Satsang Association  
of North America – Canada (DRSANA-Canada)
34 Eagle Hill, Cambridge, Ontario
built 1867, renovated 2017-2018

Cambridge Gurdwara (Siri Guru Singh Sabha)
1070 Townline Rd., Cambridge
www.sgsscambridge.com
built 2017; design: H. Dhir Architects Inc.

Black Horse Corners Heritage Outbuildings
1784 Northumberland St., North Dumfries Township
www.home.golden.net/~shadynook/blackhorsecorner.html
built 1835-1894

Detweiler Meetinghouse
3445 Roseville Rd., Roseville
www.detweilermeetinghouse.ca
built 1855

Ayr Wastewater Treatment Plant
1292 Nith Rd., Ayr
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/living-here/about-wastewater.aspx
built 1978, 2002, 2006

Willibald Farm Distillery & Kitchen
1271 Reidsville Rd., Ayr
www.drinkwillibald.com  @drinkwillibald
built 2017; design: Stonecrest Engineering

OPEN noon – 5 p.m.

Access by guided tour only, every 30 minutes. Closed-toe  
shoes required to tour facility. Each tour limited to the first  
20 arrivals. Take a peek inside the large Four Fathers production 

and brewing facility, located in a local heritage landmark. The oldest section began one hundred years ago as 
the Kribs wood millworks. Twenty years later it was the Simplicity Washing Machine factory. Today, it is Four 
Fathers Brewing, a premium destination craft brewery on the Speed River in Hespeler, Cambridge. Four Fathers 
pays careful attention to water resources at either end of production. Sophisticated reverse osmosis systems 
filter the water supply, and waste water from the brewing process is thoroughly treated on site before it leaves 
the facility – a rarity among Ontario craft breweries. Four Fathers prides itself on specializing in creative, hand-
crafted beers, imaginative pub cuisine, and a welcoming atmosphere, perfect for the whole family. Take a trip off 
the beaten path, explore the historic village of Hespeler, and stay for a beer or two!

The Fashion History Museum, founded in 2004, opened galleries in 
the former Hespeler Post Office (1929-1993) in 2015. Items from the 
museum’s collection of over 12,000 pieces from the past 300 years 

are featured in changing exhibitions. During Doors Open, see the exhibitions Made in France, exploring the 
world of couture and its influence on the broader world of fashion, and Bes Ben: The Mad Hatter of Chicago, 
showcasing a selection of his fun novelty hats made using everything from wine corks to birds' nests. Many 
of the most famous fashion houses and brands will be on exhibit, such as Balenciaga, Dior, Chanel, Lucien 
LeLong, Charles Frederick Worth, Yves Saint Laurent, Cardin, and an exceptionally rare Paul Poiret from 1912.

OPEN 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Etiquette – what you need to know:
• No shoes, food, or drink are allowed in the prayer hall

This hilltop heritage building with its majestic view is iconic in 
Hespeler. Originally St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church, it is elegantly embellished with ornate stained-
glass windows, an organ, beautiful woodwork, and an embossed tin ceiling. Following the recent acquisition 
by DRSANA-Canada, renovations were undertaken to repair and enhance the building. It serves as a place of 
weekly worship according to the teachings of Radhasoami Faith (Religion of Saints), a place of training for 
holistic development including physical exercises, yoga, meditation, and spiritual education, for performing 
community service, and for promoting fellowship amongst all people to create a better world. Light 
refreshments will be served.

Etiquette in the Gurdwara – what you need to know:
•  Modesty is key in a Sikh temple; all are asked to wear clothing that 

extends below the knee
• Please plan to cover your head when visiting; coverings provided
•  A Sikh temple is an alcohol-free, tobacco-free, drug-free space

Siri Guru Singh Sabha is the new location of the Gurdwara (Sikh temple) of Cambridge, previously located 
across town. This building opened in 2017 and serves hundreds of families in the community. It is now home to 
the essential feature and focal point of all Gurdwaras, the Sikh holy scripture, which is the head of the religion. 
Doors Open visitors are invited to tour the main areas of the facility, which features a large prayer hall as well 
as a community kitchen. Every Gurdwara is open to individuals from all walks of life and all religions.

The long-vanished crossroads hamlet of Black Horse Corners was 
centred around the Black Horse Inn (1853-1875). Doors Open visitors 
can see inside three heritage outbuildings from that era here at 
Shadynook Farms, adjacent to the former hamlet site. These include a 

barn, a smokehouse, and a stone-built former cheese factory of 1835, the last of which was heritage designated 
in 1991, and restored in 1994 under the direction of architects Chris Borgal and John Clinckett. Also, a scaled, 
three dimensional “skeletal” representation of the Black Horse Inn will be assembled on the original footprint of 
the building at the intersection of Northumberland Street and Cedar Creek Road.

Careful restorations have returned Detweiler Meetinghouse, Ontario’s 
only surviving stone Mennonite meetinghouse, to its 1855 appearance, 
from its Georgian hand-blown glass windows to its original pine 
floors. Lively acoustics make it attractive as a live performance venue, 

and it is available for milestone occasions, weddings and reunions. The adjacent historic cemetery is still in use. 
Stroll the grounds and enjoy this rare and beautiful piece of built heritage in a serene rural setting.

Access by guided tour only, every 30 minutes. Closed-toe 
shoes required to tour facility. Water that leaves a building 
through a drain – whether a sink, toilet, shower, bathtub, dishwasher 
or washing machine – is wastewater. Where does it go from there? 

Find out: tour infrastructure and buildings at Ayr Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP), one of the Region of 
Waterloo’s thirteen facilities that together process more than 180 million litres of wastewater daily. Located 
in a bend of the Nith River, Ayr WWTP screens, settles, aerates, clarifies, filters, and UV disinfects wastewater 
delivered by two wastewater pumping stations in Ayr. On an average day, approximately 270 litres per resident 
flows into the plant. Take the very rare opportunity to see behind the scenes of this very essential service!

OPEN noon – 5 p.m. 

Come for a guided tour of the distilling operation at this first 
generation farm distillery, producing progressive grain-to-glass spirits 
with bold flavours. Willibald opened in 2017 in a converted century 

barn with the rustic character of a seasoned agricultural space and the modern amenities required for distillation. 
Located just outside of Ayr on a beautiful 100-acre former dairy farm, which also grows rye grain, lavender, and 
produce, raises heritage cattle, and runs a 28 beehive apiary for honey and pollination. The excellent quality 
water that supplies the distilling operation is drawn on site from a deep aquifer, and helps create spirits unique 
to the region. A true farm-to-table restaurant was added in 2018 to make the most of the farm’s agricultural 
production, and to showcase sustainability in agriculture, seasonality in food, and the spirits they produce. Gather 
in the tasting room following the tour for optional sampling. The restaurant will also be open!
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