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Doors Open Waterloo Region 2017 features talks and exclusive tours that celebrate Canada 150, 

Ontario 150 and Doors Open Waterloo Region’s 15th anniversary 
 

 

 

 

Waterloo Region – Fifty sites, many of which are not regularly open to the public, will participate in the 15th 
annual Doors Open Waterloo Region (DOWR) on Saturday, September 16, 2017. Since 2003, well over 300 
participating sites have opened their doors to more than 150,000 visits during Doors Open Waterloo Region.   

The Doors Open Waterloo Region 2017 sites include both first-time participants and back-by-popular-demand 
favourites, selected for their technology, architecture, heritage, or for the interesting things going on inside. 
Some sites have all four! 

Most sites are open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., but several have shortened hours, so visitors are encouraged to 
carefully read the individual listings on the map/guide or on the website.  Admission is free. 

Talks  
For Canada 150, Ontario 150, and 15 years of Doors Open Waterloo Region, there are six talks related to 
the 2017 theme Identity + Innovation: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

11 a.m. - The Importance of Meditation (talk and guided session) 
Explore the theory and the practice of meditation, with its long tradition in South Asian culture as your context, 
and Swami Haripriya, a priest at the temple, as your guide. An opening 30-minute talk will be followed by a 
guided 15-minute meditation session. Ram Dham Hindu Temple prayer hall (Kitchener) 

11 a.m. - Life in the Detweiler Neighbourhood 150 Years Ago 
Gather meetinghouse-style on the Detweiler benches as they did 150 years ago, and hear historian and author 
Sam Steiner's overview of life and faith among the Mennonite settlers in this part of Waterloo Region. Followed 
by a Q&A session. Illustrated books covering much of this history will be for sale at the book table. 
Detweiler Meetinghouse (Roseville, North Dumfries Township) 

1 p.m. 60 Years at Waterloo: Perspectives of a University, from a Corn Field to Architectural Traditions  
In this illustrated talk, Ken McLaughlin, distinguished professor emeritus and Waterloo’s official historian, will 
tell the story of the development of the 1,000-acre University of Waterloo campus, and its impact in Waterloo 
and beyond. Dana Porter Library Flex Lab (floor 3), University of Waterloo (Waterloo); seating for 50 

2 p.m. - Attractors 
Siamak Hariri, Founding Partner of Hariri Pontarini Architects and Partner-in-Charge of the University of 
Waterloo’s School of Pharmacy design, will discuss the how the firm partners with clients in their aspirations, 
leveraging the transformative power of collaboration and design: the ability of design to shift the perception of 
what an institution is and wants to be. Every project is a narrative; the unfolding, in architectural form, of the 
history and values of its client. By channeling the finest aspects – the very soul – of each institution into 
architectural form, we leverage the power of design to transform, to attract, and to uplift. University of 
Waterloo School of Pharmacy (Kitchener); open seating for 80 



 

 

 

 

  

2 p.m. - Iconography: Windows into Heaven 
Discover the rich meaning of Byzantine iconography, using as illustration the iconography of Holy 
Transfiguration Church, during this talk by Fr. Myroslaw Tataryn, theologian, professor, and Department of 
Religious Studies Chair at St. Jerome’s University, Waterloo. You will be introduced to this ancient medium, 
often termed “theology in colour”, which adorns the walls, ceiling, and beautiful iconostasis of the church. 
Holy Transfiguration Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church (Kitchener) 

3 p.m. - The Grand and the Land: Indigenous History in this Place 
Phil Monture of Six Nations of the Grand River, spokesperson and professional researcher with 40 years of 
experience on the topics of treaties and land issues, will provide an illustrated overview of the long history of 
land use in this region and the larger Grand River watershed, and also of the land transactions involving 
Indigenous Peoples, the Crown, and later settlers. In his research and advocacy, Phil has worked with the 
Canadian International Development Agency, the Ontario Government, the Canadian Government, the 
Assembly of First Nations, and the United Nations. Button Factory Arts (Waterloo); open seating for 60 

Advance-access Only Tours (NOTE: all other Doors Open sites DO NOT require RSVP visits) 

Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics 
31 Caroline St. N., Waterloo www.perimeterinstitute.ca   www.facebook.com/pioutreach @Perimeter 
No drop-in visits, only pre-registered guided tours.   
Perimeter Institute welcomes scientific explorers for Doors Open Waterloo Region 2017. 

Perimeter Institute is the world’s largest research hub devoted to theoretical physics, which powers the 
discoveries of tomorrow, and this year Perimeter is leading five organizations across Canada for 
Innovation150, bringing STEM education to over 60 communities. The award-winning design of the building 
(winner of a Governor General’s Medal in Architecture) fosters interdisciplinary research into the workings of 
the universe, from the smallest particles to the entire cosmos. From quiet nooks to ubiquitous blackboards, 
Perimeter is made to spark big ideas and collaborations. Discover the space while learning about the Institute's 
research, training, and educational outreach activities. Join one of the small guided tours for your chance to 
"step inside the Perimeter." Timed free tickets are required for entry. Tickets will be available beginning 9 
a.m. Monday, August 7 online at www.perimeterinstitute.ca/tickets or by phone at 519-883-4480. For 
accessible Doors Open tours, please call the phone number above. 
  

 

 

Google Kitchener-Waterloo office 
51 Breithaupt St., Kitchener  www.google.ca/about/careers/locations/waterloo  @googlecanada 
No drop-in visits, only pre-registered guided tours – See below  

In 2015, Google opened its new space in the beautifully restored Breithaupt Block, a former rubber footwear 
factory in the heart of Kitchener-Waterloo. Google has expanded its investment in Waterloo Region, and the 
ranks of Googlers in Kitchener-Waterloo have grown rapidly. The 185,000 sq. ft. headquarters will be home to 
more than 800 engineers working on products used by billions of people. Google took a thoughtful approach in 
creating its new office, considering sustainability in design, materials, and decor. The design team incorporated 
healthy and environmentally friendly features, such as a bike locker to encourage Googlers to ride to work, a 
group fitness space and a rock climbing wall. And of course there’s the fun stuff Google offices are known for, 
including a meditation room, Maker’s Lab, games room and ping pong table. Tour approx. 15 minutes. Free, 
timed reservation bracelets are required for entry (see below).  

http://www.facebook.com/pioutreach
http://www.perimeterinstitute.ca/tickets
http://www.google.ca/about/careers/locations/waterloo


On Sept. 16, please arrive 15 minutes prior to your reserved time. There is limited capacity to 
accommodate those arriving earlier. Late arrivals will miss the tour. 
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Free, timed reservation bracelets will be available for in-person pick up, Sept. 13 and 14 ONLY at 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. at 25 Breithaupt St., Kitchener. Limit four bracelets per person. 

Where can I find out more information about the Doors Open Waterloo Region event? 
Look for the map & guide at libraries, museums and tourist offices across Waterloo Region from July until 
September 17, or in the Saturday, September 10 edition of the Waterloo Region Record 

Photos and details of all of the Doors Open Waterloo Region sites can be viewed through links at 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/doorsopen.  Check out the website now and pick your own must-see sites! 

• Like the Doors Open Waterloo Region Facebook page  
• Follow Doors Open Waterloo Region on Twitter or Instagram @DoorsOpenWR 
• Sign up at Eventbrite to get an event reminder.  

Check the Doors Open Waterloo Region website this summer for information on: 
Children’s activities, music, drama presentations, heritage displays and other special events 

Doors Open Waterloo Region 2017 is presented by the Region of Waterloo, and generously supported by The 
Record, GeekWeekWR, City of Waterloo, City of Kitchener, City of Cambridge, and the Townships of North 
Dumfries and Wilmot. 

For more information about Doors Open Waterloo Region go to www.regionofwaterloo.ca/doorsopen call  
519-747-5139, or email doorsopen@regionofwaterloo.ca. 

Photos available 
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Media contact information: Jane Snyder or Karl Kessler 
Tel: 519-747-5139 (weekdays); 519-725-5856 (evenings and weekends) 

Email: doorsopen@regionofwaterloo.ca 

http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/doorsopen
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Doors-Open-Waterloo-Region/82880538162
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/doors-open-waterloo-region-tickets-26087641839
http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/doorsopen
mailto:doorsopen@regionofwaterloo.ca
mailto:doorsopen@regionofwaterloo.ca
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