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Explore Waterloo Region’s diverse faith communities during Doors Open Waterloo Region 2017 

Waterloo Region – Fifty sites, many of which are not regularly open to the public, will participate in the 15th annual Doors 
Open Waterloo Region on Saturday, September 16, 2017.   

Since 2003, more than 300 participating sites have opened their doors to well over 100,000 visits during Doors Open 
Waterloo Region.   

Most sites are open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., but several have shortened hours, so visitors are encouraged to carefully 
read the individual listings in the map/guide or on the website. Admission is free. 

The following 13 Doors Open sites showcase Waterloo Region’s diverse faith traditions (detailed site descriptions 
are below) 

• Waterloo Masjid 
• The Cedars Worship Centre, Waterloo; A Jewish Shabbat service will be taking place during Doors Open between 

10:30 a.m. and noon, and visitors are welcome to attend. 
• Ram Dham Hindu Temple and Brahmvidya Yogashram, Kitchener; 11 a.m. Talk and guided session: The 

Importance of Meditation 
• Holy Transfiguration Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church, Kitchener; 2 p.m. Talk: Iconography: Windows into 

Heaven 
• Islamic Centre of Cambridge 
• Knox's Galt Presbyterian Church  
• St. Andrew's Hespeler Presbyterian Church  
• The Carmel of St. Joseph (cloister of Carmelite Nuns) 
• Kitchener-Waterloo Gurdwara (Golden Triangle Sikh Association) 
• Livingston Presbyterian Church and Baden Masonic Centre, Baden 
• Detweiler Meetinghouse, Roseville; Ontario’s only surviving stone Mennonite meetinghouse built in 1855; 11 a.m. 

Talk: Life in the Detweiler Neighbourhood 150 Years Ago 
• Knox United Church, Ayr 
• Button Factory Arts, Waterloo; 3 p.m. Talk: The Grand and the Land: Indigenous History in this Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Where can I find out more information about the Doors Open Waterloo Region event? 
• Look for the map & guide at libraries, museums and tourist offices across Waterloo Region from July until 

September 16, or in the Saturday, September 10 edition of the Waterloo Region Record 
• Photos and details of all of the Doors Open Waterloo Region sites can be viewed on the Doors Open website. 

Check out the website now and pick your own must-see sites! 
• Like the Doors Open Waterloo Region Facebook page. 
• Follow Doors Open Waterloo Region on Twitter or Instagram @DoorsOpenWR. 
• Sign up at Eventbrite to get an event reminder.  

Doors Open Waterloo Region 2017 is presented by the Region of Waterloo, and generously supported by The Record, 
GeekWeekWR, City of Waterloo, City of Kitchener, City of Cambridge, and the Townships of North Dumfries and Wilmot. 

For more information about Doors Open Waterloo Region visit the Doors Open Waterloo Region website, call  
519-747-5139, or email doorsopen@regionofwaterloo.ca. 

Photos available 
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Media contact information: Jane Snyder or Karl Kessler 
Tel: 519-747-5139 (weekdays); 519-725-5856 (evenings and weekends) doorsopen@regionofwaterloo.ca   

 

http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/discoveringtheregion/doorsopenwaterloo.asp?_mid_=17305
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Doors-Open-Waterloo-Region/82880538162
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/doors-open-waterloo-region-tickets-26087641839
mailto:doorsopen@regionofwaterloo.ca
mailto:doorsopen@regionofwaterloo.ca


 

 

 

Faith Community Site Information 

Waterloo 

Button Factory Arts 
25 Regina St. S., Waterloo; www.buttonfactoryarts.ca; @BFactoryArts  
This former factory, a very successful adaptive reuse, retains many original architectural features including its numerous 
windows, which create a beautifully bright interior. Richard Roschman’s button manufacturing company was in operation 
here until 1944, one of many button works in the region. The building has been home to the Waterloo Community Arts 
Centre and Button Factory Arts since 1993. Button Factory Arts is also hosting a Doors Open talk, part of this year’s 
Identity theme: 

3 p.m. TALK: The Grand and the Land: Indigenous History in this Place 
Phil Monture of Six Nations of the Grand River, spokesperson and professional researcher with 40 years of 
experience on the topics of treaties and land issues, will provide an illustrated overview of the long history of land use 
in this region and the larger Grand River watershed, and also of the land transactions involving Indigenous Peoples, 
the Crown, and later settlers. In his ongoing research and advocacy, Phil has worked with the Canadian International 
Development Agency, the Ontario Government, the Canadian Government, the Assembly of First Nations, and the 
United Nations. 

 

 

 

 

Waterloo Masjid 
213 Erb St. W., Waterloo; www.waterloomasjid.com 
Everyone is welcome to the Waterloo Masjid, an example of Islamic architecture with a prominent minaret and a bright, 
beautiful prayer hall under a domed skylight. Doors Open visitors can enjoy interactive guided tours, an Islamic poster 
exhibition, and Islamic documentary screenings throughout the day, along with free tasty snacks and gifts. A great site to 
visit for the whole family 

The Cedars Worship Centre 
543 Beechwood Dr., Waterloo; www.westminsterunited.ca; www.templeshalom.ca 
A testament to friendship, The Cedars is Canada’s first purpose-built Jewish-Christian worship centre, designed and built 
jointly by Westminster United Church and Temple Shalom (Reform). More recently it has branched out beyond the Jewish 
and Christian faiths, and is used as a house of prayer for all peoples. The sanctuary was designed to be shared by the 
two founding congregations, with its distinctive pair of peaked skylights and two foci of worship. A Jewish Shabbat 
service will be taking place during Doors Open between 10:30 a.m. and noon, and visitors are welcome to attend. 

Kitchener 

Ram Dham Hindu Temple and Brahmvidya Yogashram 
525 Bridge St. E., Kitchener; www.brahmrishimission.org 
OPEN 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Temple etiquette – what you need to know before you go: 

Please wear clothing that extends below knees;  
No shoes allowed in prayer hall;  
No photography in altar area  

The temple is a place of worship, cultural and social activities, and a centre of higher learning where the Brahmrishi 
Mission of Canada seeks to share Vedic ideology and its divine way of life, unity in diversity, and universal kinship among 
all peoples based on mutual love and service. The facility is regularly used by Hindus from many different geographical 
regions, but everyone, regardless of creed, colour, country, or faith, is always welcome. Free yoga and Sanskrit classes, 
open to all, are regularly offered here. Doors Open visitors can learn about all of the above, see the large altar with its 
many beautifully colourful, detailed, life-size murtis (statues), and experience an enlightening talk and meditation session 
(prayer hall temporarily closed during 15-minute meditation):  

11 a.m. Talk and guided session: The Importance of Meditation 
Explore the theory and the practice of meditation, with its long tradition in South Asian culture as your context, and 
Swami Haripriya, a priest at the temple, as your guide. An opening 30-minute talk will be followed by a guided 15-
minute meditation session.  

 
Holy Transfiguration Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church 
131 Victoria St. S., Kitchener; www.holytransfigurationkw.com; @UCC_Kitchener 
Step into this unique 90-year-old treasure. Built by the fledgling Ukrainian community that arrived in Kitchener-Waterloo 
prior to the First World War, it has been a spiritual and cultural home to generations of Ukrainian-Canadians. The interior 
is appointed in traditional Byzantine style, with an abundance of outstanding, jewel-coloured and gilded iconography 

http://www.buttonfactoryarts.ca/
http://www.waterloomasjid.com/
http://www.westminsterunited.ca/
http://www.templeshalom.ca/
http://www.brahmrishimission.org/
http://www.holytransfigurationkw.com/


painted on the walls and ceiling by master iconographer Fr. Theodore Koufos. Other highlights include an ornate carved 
wood iconostasis (icon wall) spanning the sanctuary with iconography painted by Mykola Bidniak, and a magnificent brass.  

chandelier from Greece. Also on display (courtesy of St. Jerome’s University, where it is on loan for 2017) will be one of 
seven volumes of the limited edition, fine-art Heritage Edition of the amazing Saint John’s Bible – the first illuminated, 
handwritten Bible of monumental size commissioned by a Benedictine monastery in more than 500 years. During an 
afternoon talk, explore Holy Transfiguration’s artwork in depth: 

2 p.m. Talk: Iconography: Windows into Heaven 
Discover the rich meaning of Byzantine iconography, using as illustration the iconography of Holy Transfiguration 
Church, during this talk by Fr. Myroslaw Tataryn, theologian, professor, and Department of Religious Studies Chair at 
St. Jerome’s University, Waterloo. You will be introduced to this ancient medium, often termed “theology in colour,” 
which adorns the walls, ceiling, and beautiful iconostasis of the church. 

Cambridge 

Islamic Centre of Cambridge 
1550 Dunbar Rd., Cambridge; www.iccambridge.com 
Everyone is welcome to the Centre, designed in the Islamic tradition with a modern interpretation. The building, with its 
majestic copper dome and minaret, houses a mosque and a school. Visit the spacious and bright prayer hall. The large 
mihrab – the prayer niche in the interior wall facing Mecca – is beautifully crafted of wood, as is the mimber – the movable 
stairway and lectern from which sermons and readings are delivered. Interactive guided tours will be offered throughout 
the day, along with family activities, gifts, snacks and Islamic movies.  

St. Andrew's Hespeler Presbyterian Church  
73 Queen St. E., Cambridge; www.standrewshespeler.ca 
Stone-built St. Andrew’s, sited dramatically on a slope, displays a sturdy-looking, simplified Gothic Revival style. Both the 
exterior and interior have changed little since the church was built. The random-laid sandstone masonry of the attractive 
exterior culminates in a four-storey corner tower. The original interior includes an organ with beautifully decorated pipes, 
detailed carved woodwork and benches, a ceiling supported by heavy arch braces, and figured stained glass windows 
bordered with radiant opalescent glass. The windows were created in the 1920s by Luxfer of Toronto and were restored 
by the same firm in the past 10 years. Another, very large pointed-arch window lights much of the nave. Enjoy recitals on 
the pipe organ by Royal Canadian College of Organists members at 11 a.m., and 1 and 3 p.m. 

Knox's Galt Presbyterian Church  
Queen's Square, 2 Grand Ave. S., Cambridge 
Knox’s Galt, one of the larger church buildings in Waterloo Region, is also among the oldest: a grand Gothic Revival 
presence at Queen’s Square for almost 150 years. It displays skillfully executed stonemasonry in limestone and quarry-
faced grey granite, with excellent proportions, a six-storey tower with an 1830s bell, a slate roof, large pointed-arch 
windows with tracery, and two of the region’s very few architectural grotesques: enigmatic carved stone faces at the main 
entrance. Inside, a deep gallery with an intricate metalwork railing runs the width of the vast nave. Elegant arch braces 
bearing delicate ornament support the high, shallow-pitched ceiling. Ten stained glass windows were added in 1938 when 
the side galleries were removed. The organ will be played during Doors Open 

Wilmot Township 

The Carmel of St. Joseph 
1127 Carmel-Koch Rd., Wilmot Township; www.thecarmel.ca 
This cloister of Carmelite Nuns has been part of Waterloo Region for more than 60 years, and the sisters moved to this 
purpose-built, modern, Spanish-style monastery in 1963. Their mission is to pray for the needs of all people. Visit the quiet 
chapel, the visitors’ area to meet some of the sisters and volunteers, and the recently renovated gift shop/meeting room. 
Guided tours, audiovisual presentations, and various displays will give a taste of the sisters’ simple life of prayer, work, 
and joyful community living. 

Kitchener-Waterloo Gurdwara (Golden Triangle Sikh Association) 
2070 Snyder’s Rd. E., Wilmot Township; www.thegtsa.com 
The land for the Gurdwara (Sikh temple) was purchased in 1978, making it a first for a Sikh temple in Ontario. The temple 
opened in 1983, with several later additions and renovations. The spiritual head of the religion is the scripture itself, which 
contains not only the collected writings of the Sikh Gurus, but also writings of saints of other faiths that are in harmony 
with those of the Gurus. Everyone is welcome in the Gurdwara, as Sikhs strongly believe in equality, humility, and service, 
and that God has many names but is one and the same for all peoples. For Doors Open there will be guided tours through 
the Gurdwara, and snacks will be provided – every Gurdwara has a free kitchen that offers food to all who come. 

http://www.iccambridge.com/
http://www.standrewshespeler.ca/
http://www.thecarmel.ca/
http://www.thegtsa.com/


Livingston Presbyterian Church and Baden Masonic Centre 
44 Beck St., Baden   
The only Presbyterian church, and the only heritage-designated church, in Wilmot Township. The congregation built the 
church on the initiative of James Livingston of nearby Castle Kilbride. His son, J.P. Livingston, had memorial stained glass 
windows installed in 1928 and 1931, and was instrumental in having an addition built in 1935. The church also contains 
vintage benches and other woodwork, as well as a fine organ, which will be played during Doors Open by Royal Canadian 
College of Organists members. Upstairs in the addition is the Baden Masonic Centre, comprised of two Lodges, each with 
a long history: Wilmot Lodge No. 318 (chartered 1874) and New Dominion Lodge No. 205 (chartered 1868). Discover how 
Masonry has been involved in the life of this community for nearly 150 years, and see historical furnishings and artifacts. 

North Dumfries 

Detweiler Meetinghouse 
3445 Roseville Rd., Roseville; www.detweilermeetinghouse.ca 
Careful restorations have returned Detweiler Meetinghouse, Ontario’s only surviving stone Mennonite meetinghouse, to its 
1855 appearance, from its Georgian hand-blown glass windows to its original pine floors. Lively acoustics make it 
attractive as a live performance venue, and it is available for milestone occasions, weddings and reunions. The adjacent 
historic cemetery is still in use. Stroll the grounds and enjoy this rare and beautiful piece of built heritage in a serene rural 
setting. Attend a special talk to find out what life was like for the local Mennonites who built this meetinghouse:  

11 a.m. Talk: Life in the Detweiler Neighbourhood 150 Years Ago 
Gather meetinghouse-style on the Detweiler benches as they did 150 years ago, and hear historian and author Sam 
Steiner's overview of life and faith among the Mennonite settlers in this part of Waterloo Region. Followed by a Q&A 
session. Illustrated books covering much of this history will be for sale at the book table. 

Knox United Church 
92 Northumberland St., Ayr; www.knoxuayr.com 
Knox United, built as Knox Presbyterian, underwent extensive, careful restorations in time for two anniversaries in 2009: 
the congregation’s 175th and the building’s 125th. Behind the impressive yellow brick exterior, with a spire financed by a 
local Scottish farmer, the sanctuary has changed little, and offers recently restored stained glass windows, much original 
woodwork, and a sweeping gallery. The bell in the tower was installed in 1909, and is still rung before services. The 
church is a well-used facility, and opens its doors to the community for worship and fellowship, a women's outreach group, 
an active preschool, a Scouts Canada group, an academy of music, a food bank program, dinners, and more. 

http://www.detweilermeetinghouse.ca/
http://www.knoxuayr.com/
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