
   Region of Waterloo Arts Funding  
Region of Waterloo Arts Funding is currently administered by MT Space. Please contact 

ArtsFunding@mtspace.ca with any additional questions. 

 

Grant and Eligibility Details 

 

1. What kind of support can I apply for? 

 

Region of Waterloo Arts Funding offers grants that support innovative art projects 

with the potential to spur artistic growth for participating artists and to enhance cultural 

development throughout the region. 

 

We welcome all arts disciplines, including performing arts (theatre, music, dance), visual 

arts, film/video/media, literature, and interdisciplinary and community arts. With a focus 

on supporting a variety of local arts projects, this funding is eligible for artists and arts 

organizations who are at various stages in their career and growth – from emerging to 

established – and for projects at all stages of development. 

 

 

2. Who can apply? 

 

Region of Waterloo Arts Funding welcomes applications from individual artists, 

collectives, and incorporated non-profit organizations. To be eligible, applicants and 

projects must be based in the Waterloo Region.  

 

Priority will be given to those who do not receive arts, culture and heritage funding from 

the Region of Waterloo including Investment in Key Cultural Institutions, Waterloo 

Region Heritage Foundation, Major Arts and Culture Organizations Grant Program, and 

Cultural Drivers of Tourism Incentive Program.  

 

If you are a past or current Region of Waterloo arts funding grantee and need 

clarification about your eligibility status, please contact us directly at 

CulturalServices@regionofwaterloo.ca.  
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Region of Waterloo Arts Funding accepts applications from: 

 

Individual artists  

 18 years of age or older 

 Legally entitled to be or remain in Canada 

 A resident of (or someone who works primarily in) the Waterloo Region 

 In good standing with Region of Waterloo Arts Funding, with no active or 

outstanding projects or reports 

 

Note: Individuals who apply for Region of Waterloo Arts Funding may not sit on Peer 

Assessor juries during the same intake year that they applied for a grant.  

 

Unincorporated not-for-profit organizations or collectives 

 The majority of members of the ensemble, collective, or collaboration must meet 

the individual artists eligibility criteria (above) 

 

Incorporated not-for-profit organizations  

 Registered as a not-for-profit corporation federally or provincially, and is in good 

standing with Region of Waterloo Arts Funding for at least one year prior to the 

deadline 

 Governed by a volunteer board 

 The majority of its members live or work in the Region of Waterloo 

 Operating at arm’s length from municipalities, commercial enterprises, or 

educational institutions 

 A demonstrated commitment to fiscal responsibility 

 

Ineligible applicants include: 

 

 Municipalities 

 For-profit corporations 

 Educational institutions  

  

3. How much funding can I apply for?  

 

Applicants can request a maximum amount of $10,000 for their projects. Note that due 

to the high intake volume, even highly scored applications may not receive their full 

requested amount. 

 

 



4. What project expenses are eligible for funding? 

 

Region of Waterloo Arts Funding offers funding for innovative projects that meet or 

exceed the assessment criteria described below. Applicants may apply for up to 100% 

of eligible expenses directly related to carrying out such projects.  

 

Project-related eligible expenses may include, but are not limited to: 

● Artist and technician fees associated with creation, production, and distribution 

● Equipment or space rental 

● Project promotion and publicity 

● Royalties 

● Administration and contract fees 

● Minor capital expenses such as software, electronics, and similar materials up to 

a cost of $500 

 

Ineligible Expenses: 

● Ongoing and operating costs of the organization (e.g., core staffing, office 

expenses, rent, insurance) 

● Costs associated with core program offerings, the applicant’s usual activities, or 

regular presentation seasons 

● Projects or events with recurrent, unvarying, definitive components (e.g., a theatre 

company or gallery promoting its upcoming season) 

● Expenses for activities incurred prior to the application submission, including grant-

writing fees 

 

Region of Waterloo Arts Funding does not fund: 

● Projects / project activities retroactively 

● Core programming 

● Capital projects such as buildings, property, capital development and facility 

construction or renovations, or expenses for capital purchases in excess of $500 

● Goods or services for personal use 

● Organizational marketing or promotion 

● Organizational planning and development 

● Fundraising 

● Educational programs and instruction, recreational training projects 

● Projects in which artmaking is incidental or secondary to other aspects of the project, 

where the primary goal of the project is, for example, commercial, therapeutic, or social 

in nature 

● Artistic production originating outside Waterloo Region 

 



 

5. Is there a limit on the number of times that an artist or organization may 

apply? 

 

Only one (1) application per granting round is permitted, and applicants may apply for 

only one (1) project at a time. 

 

 

6. What is the timeline for Region of Waterloo Arts Funding?  

 

This intake in October 2025 is Year 1 of the current Arts Funding cycle. 

 

Year 1 timeline: 

 October 28, 2025 – Applications open for one month 

 Peer Assessment Jury assembled, applications reviewed, and 

scored 

 December 19, 2025 – Successful applicants notified 

 December 22, 2025 – First payments made out to grantees 

 Project development  

 December 31, 2026 – Final Reports due and final payments made 

following Final Report approval 

 

Year 2 timeline: 

 Deadline to apply is April 30th, 2026 

 Successful applicants notified by June 2026  

 

Year 3 timeline: 

 Deadline to apply is April 30th, 2027 

 Successful applicants notified by June 2027  

 

Note that the above timelines, including deadlines for Year 2 and 3, are subject to 

change. Applicants are highly encouraged to check back for updates. 

 

 

 

7. Where can I get help with writing or understanding questions on the 

application? 

 

If you can’t find the answer you’re looking for here, reach out to Anjali at 

ArtsFunding@mtspace.ca. 

mailto:artsfund@mtspace.ca


MT Space will be hosting weekly online info and Q&A drop-in sessions on the following 

dates: November 3, 10, and 17 at 4 p.m. The registration link is available at: 

regionofwaterloo.ca/ROWArtsFunding   

 

 

Evaluation and Assessment 
 

8. Who will evaluate my application? 

 

An interdisciplinary jury comprised of Peer Assessors representing theatre, dance, 

music, visual arts, film/video/media and literary arts will be assembled after the 

submission deadline for applications. This jury of Peer Assessors will be assembled to 

review and score applications pre-screened for eligibility by the Arts Funding Program 

Administrator.  

 

The Peer Assessor jury will be assembled by MT Space. As per the organization’s own 

practices, MT Space will strive to assemble diverse juries with fair representation across 

difference with consideration of Indigenous, Black, Racialized, newcomer, immigrant 

artists; Deaf and disability arts; combination of emerging, mid-career, and established 

artists; a range across age, gender, regional representation (Kitchener, Waterloo, 

Cambridge, and townships); and of course, ensuring there are Peer Assessors who can 

speak to cultural and/or artistic contexts of specific applications.  

 

Applicants for Region of Waterloo Arts Funding are not eligible to sit on peer 

assessment juries in the same intake year that they applied for funding.  

 

If you are interested in being a Peer Assessor, send an email to 

ArtsFunding@mtspace.ca to express your interest 

 

 

9.  How do Peer Assessors decide who gets funding? 

 

The Peer Assessors will be responsible for pre-scoring applications based on three 

areas: Artistic Merit (50%), Community Impact (30%), Viability/Feasibility (20%). 

 

Artistic Merit 

• The applicant clearly articulates the vision for the project 

• The applicant clearly describes how this project fits into their existing body of work 

• The applicant shares relevant considerations for respecting any specific cultural practices 

and/or perspectives included in the project  

https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/exploring-the-region/arts-culture-and-heritage.aspx#2024-Region-of-Waterloo-Arts-Funding-Individual-Artists-Arts-Collectives
mailto:artsfunding@mtspace.ca


 

Community Impact 

• The project contributes to the professional growth and development of the 

applicant, OR 

• creates potential opportunities for community engagement (if applicable), OR 

• provides intrinsic benefits to other artists in the region or the community at large 

 

Viability/Feasibility 

• Project work plan and budget reflect the vision of the project in ways that are reasonable, 

realistic, and well thought-out 

• Artists contributing to the project are appropriately paid according to discipline’s standards 

• A realistic plan to obtain other funds, if needed, is clearly articulated 

• Capacity for completing the project is evident 

 

After independently pre-scoring applications, the jury will then meet to discuss 

applications and to compile a unanimous list of grantees who will receive funding, and in 

what amounts. The peer assessor jury meetings will be facilitated by the MT Space 

Artistic Director who will hold space for conversations and offer relevant context and 

considerations to jury members, without influencing scores and decisions. 

 

 

10.  Do you provide feedback on applications? 

 

Feedback may be provided upon request by emailing ArtsFunding@mtspace.ca 

 

 

After Receiving a Grant 
 

11.  I have been notified that my application was successful, and I will receive 

funding. What happens next? 

 

 You will receive a Grant Agreement to review and sign. At this time, you will also 

receive a template for submitting your Final Report, and a logo kit for 

acknowledging the Region’s support (see below).  

 Grantees will receive 90% of the approved funding amount after signing the 

Grant Agreement 

 The remaining 10% of the funding amount is released within 2 weeks of Final 

Report submission and approval 

 All payments will be made to grantees via direct deposit and/or cheque  
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12.  How should I acknowledge the Region of Waterloo Arts Funding support? 

 

Grant recipients must acknowledge the Region of Waterloo's financial support in all 

publicity, including electronic and print materials.  

 

This can be done by crediting the Region of Waterloo; logos will be provided with your 

grant notification. The acknowledgement must be prominent and included in materials 

such as media releases, websites, and verbally acknowledged at all related project and 

programming events. 

 

 

13.  How long do I have to complete my project and submit the Final Report? 

What happens if my project changes or I can’t complete it? 

 

Projects must be completed and Final Reports submitted by December 31st, 2026 for 

this current Year 1 intake.  

 

If you cannot complete your project and final report by this date, or your project changes 

significantly, or can’t be completed at all, please reach out to ArtsFunding@mtspace.ca 

to discuss possible next steps.  

 

 

14.  Does the Region of Waterloo issue a T4A for Arts Funding that I've 

received? 

 

No, the Region of Waterloo will not issue T4A forms for Arts Funding money issued. It is 

the recipient’s responsibility to retain their copy of the Grant Agreement and other 

related documents for the purpose of filing tax returns and/or organizational financial 

audits. Consider contacting the Canada Revenue Agency or an accountant to determine 

how to report this income on your tax return. 

 

Arts Funding Administration 
 

15.  How was the selection for Arts Funding administrator made? 

 

The Region of Waterloo selected MT Space as an administrative partner for a three-

year period, who will be responsible for collecting, reviewing and administrating grant 

funds to local artists and arts organizations. This decision was made through a Request 

for Proposals application process and was determined by a panel that included 

members of the Public Art Advisory Committee, artists, and Regional staff. 
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