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NSF International | A Global Public Health Organization 
 
Founded in 1944, NSF International is a global, independent organization that protects human health by 
facilitating the development of public health and safety standards, and providing certification, auditing 
and testing services. Separately, we also offer education, risk management and consulting. Our major 
sectors are food, water, health sciences, sustainability and management systems. 
 

NSF International is dedicated to protecting the food we eat, the water we drink, the health care products 
we use, the air we breathe and the environment we live in. For over seven decades, the NSF name has 
been synonymous with quality, integrity, and expertise. Today, protecting and improving public health and 
safety remains our mission and is at the core of everything we do.  

 

NSF International in Canada 

Serving both English and French speakers, NSF International has offices in Guelph and Montreal offering 
services throughout Canada. The Canadian team provides services to 1,500 businesses and trains public 
health professionals globally.   
 

• NSF serves as one of only two approved accreditation bodies for the Ontario Drinking Water 
Quality Management Standard (DWQMS) and provides third-party verification for operating 
authorities. 

• NSF helped the Canadian Bottled Water Association (CBWA) establish their food safety program for 
bottled water and helped establish similar national food safety management systems with Beer 
Canada, Canadian Vintners Association, and the Packaging Association of Canada. 

• NSF are dedicated members of CIPHI (Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors), presenting an 
award annually at their National Award ceremony. 

 
History 
NSF International was founded as the National Sanitation Foundation in 1944 to standardize sanitation 
and food safety requirements. As NSF expanded services beyond sanitation services and into new 
international markets, the name was changed to NSF International in 1990. The letters in our 
organization's name do not represent any specific words today. NSF continues to provide services in 
standards development, certification, testing and auditing, and separately offers consulting, training and 
education, and risk management services. 
 
NSF International is an accredited, third-party certification body that tests and certifies products to verify 
they meet these public health and safety standards. Products that meet these standards bear the NSF 
mark, which is respected by consumers, manufacturers, retailers and regulatory agencies at the local, 
state, federal and international level. 
 
Mission 
Since its founding in 1944, NSF International’s mission has been to protect and improve human health. 


