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Notice 

Forest Management Activities in the Sandy Hills Regional Forest 

Beginning in early 2026, forest management activities, namely plantation thinning, will 
be undertaken in the Sandy Hills Regional Forest. The plantation thinning will be done 
in a manner designed to improve health and tree vigour while also demonstrating sound 
forest stewardship techniques. These activities are conducted as part of the Regional 
Forest Management Plan, approved by Regional Council in July 2006. 

The overall management for Sandy Hills Regional Forest includes thinning all stands 
over the series of several years. At this time, three (3) stands identified on the 
accompanying map (Compartment 18,19,20 - approximately 9.64 hectares) are 
included for thinning activities in order to encourage the growth of hardwoods and 
reducing invasive species, particularly common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) which 
will require additional control.  

The conifer plantation has some healthy and vigorous White Pines although some of the 
White pine has sustained minor blister rust damage. In order to provide improved 
spacing, thinning will remove declining trees and trees with poor vigour as well as some 
healthy conifers. The increased growing space will improve the growing conditions for 
the young hardwoods and benefit the remaining conifers by increasing light and access 
to moisture and soil nutrients. While some trees will be left on site, especially small 
trees and tops and branches, many of the larger sized stems will be removed and sold. 
Although markets for softwood material are poor to uncertain, these logs can be used 
for sawlogs and pulp; chipped or sliced and used for agricultural purposes such as 
bedding or ground cover. Any revenue generated will be reinvested into the 
management activities of the Regional Forest. 

During the time of thinning activities, access to trails within Sandy Hills Regional Forest, 
within the forest management activities area, will be closed to public access in the 
interest of safety. 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Andrew Puchalski, R.P.F. 
Regional Forester 
Region of Waterloo 
519-580-0296 
apuchalski@regionofwaterloo.ca 
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